NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT AND 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS

November 14, 2023
City of Houston, 

Housing and Community Development Department (HCDD)
2100 Travis St., 9th floor
Houston, TX 77002
(832) 394-6183/(832)394-6056
These notices shall satisfy two separate but related procedural requirements for activities to be undertaken by City of Houston, HCDD. 
REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS

On or about November 30, 2023, the City of Houston’s Housing and Community Development Department will submit a request to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), for the release of HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME) funds authorized by Title II of the Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12701 et seq.). Regulations are at 24 CFR part 92, to undertake a project known as Third Ward CHDO - Heart of Houston 2023.
Project Location: 
· 3104 McGowen St., Houston, TX 77004, (HCAD# 0372310000004)

· 3102 McGowen St., Houston, TX 77004 (HCAD# 0372310000005)

· 3101 Dennis St., Houston, TX 77004 (HCAD# 0372310000006)

· 3106 Dennis St., Houston, TX 77004 (HCAD# 0372380000004)

· 3002 McGowen St., Houston, TX 77004, (HCAD# 0372290000005)

· 0 McGowen St., Houston, TX 77004 (HCAD# 0372290000004)

· 3028 McGowen St., Houston, TX 77004 (HCAD# 0372300000004)

· 3037 McGowen St., Houston, TX 77004 (HCAD# 0372270000009)
· 3005 Tuam St., Houston, TX 77004, (HCAD# 0372410000008)

· 3015 Drew St., Houston, TX 77004 (HCAD# 0372400000009)

Please note this public notice is for the clearance of the ten listed properties only. There is one more property included within the same budget that will be cleared separately since it is located in another area.
Project description: This environmental review is conducted to document an Ordinance authorizing a Developer Agreement between the City of Houston (City) and Heart of Houston CDC (HHCDC), to provide up to $3,100,000.00 in Home Investment Partnerships Program (HOME) set-aside funds towards the design and construction of affordable single-family homes on scattered sites in the Third Ward and South Union Communities. This project will be managed by the Community Housing Development Organization (CHDO) program, which falls under HCD's Single-Family Home Development Division.

The CHDO administers newly constructed affordable family homes for sale to eligible low-to moderate-income (LMI) homebuyers and expands non-profit housing providers' capacity. This development is comprised of 11 energy-efficient, affordable, single-family homes*. The lots are provided through a partnership with Midtown Redevelopment Authority. Other partners include Amegy Bank and Mayberry Homes.
The home designs are three-bedroom, two-bath with a front load garage. Each home will be between 1,400 to 1,800 sq ft. The designs of each home will encompass Energy STAR certification and FORTIFIED HOME Hurricane Standards. Some homes will have resilient components including but not limited to, generators, impact windows, and/or higher R-value insulation, based on the availability of funding from Wells Fargo’s grant.

Funding Information
	Grant Number
	HUD Program 
	Type of Activity
	Funding Amount 

	M-20-MC48-0206
	HOME
	Acquisition & construction
	$1,483,028.84

	M-21-MC48-0206
	HOME
	Acquisition & construction
	$1,336,971.00


Estimated Total HUD Funded Amount: $3,100,000.00 of which $2,819,999.84 are cleared under this review and $280,000.16 are cleared under a separate review since the property is located in another area. The average construction per home is approximately $282,000.00 including project delivery
Estimated Total Project Cost (HUD and non-HUD funds) [24 CFR 58.32(d)]: $5,678,455.00 ($3,100,000.00 HUD funds and $2,578,455.00 non-HUD funds). 
* Please note this public notice is for the clearance of the ten listed properties only. There is one more property included within the same budget that will be cleared separately since it is located in another area.
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The City of Houston has determined that the project will have no significant impact on the human environment.  Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is not required.  Additional project information is contained in the Environmental Review Record (ERR). The ERR will be made available to the public for review either electronically or by U.S. mail. Please submit your request by U.S. mail to P.O. Box 1562, Houston, TX 77251-1562 or 2100 Travis St., 9th Floor, Houston, TX 77002 or by email to hcdenvironmental@houstontx.gov. 
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the ERR to the City of Houston, Housing and Community Development Department, ATTN: Environmental Review Officer, 2100 Travis, 9th Floor, Houston, Texas 77002 or by email to hcdenvironmental@houstontx.gov. The ERR can be accessed online at the following website https://cpd.hud.gov/cpd-public/environmental-reviews. All comments received by the close of business on November 29, 2023 will be considered by the City of Houston prior to authorizing submission of a request for release of funds. Commenters should specify which part of this Notice they are addressing.

ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION

The City of Houston certifies to HUD that Sylvester Turner, in his capacity as Mayor consents to accept the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to the environmental review process and that these responsibilities have been satisfied.  HUD's approval of the certification satisfies its responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities and allows the City of Houston to use Program funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS

HUD will accept objections to its release of funds and the City of Houston certification for a period of fifteen days following the anticipated submission date or its actual receipt of the request (whichever is later) only if they are on one of the following bases: (a) the certification was not executed by the Certifying Officer of the City of Houston; (b) the City of Houston has omitted a step or failed to make a decision or finding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR part 58; (c) the grant recipient or other participants in the development process have committed funds, incurred costs or undertaken activities not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before approval of a release of funds by HUD; or (d) another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality. Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the required procedures (24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 58.76) and shall be addressed to U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Office of Community Planning and Development (CPD), 1331 Lamar Street, Suite 550, Houston, Texas 77010 or e-mail at cpdrrofhou@hud.gov. Potential objectors should contact HUD to verify the actual last day of the objection period and may do so by email or calling (713) 718-3199.
Sylvester Turner, Mayor 

City of Houston
