NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT AND 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS

October 7, 2022
City of Houston, 

Housing and Community Development Department (HCDD)
2100 Travis St., 9th floor
Houston, TX 77002
(832) 394-6183/(832)394-6056
These notices shall satisfy two separate but related procedural requirements for activities to be undertaken by the City of Houston, HCDD.

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS

On or about October 25, 2022 the City of Houston’s Housing and Community Development Department will submit a request to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), for the release of HOME Investment Partnerships American Rescue Plan Program (HOME-ARP) funds under section 3205 of the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (P.L. 117-2) (“ARP”), to undertake a project known as Houston Area Women's Center 
Project Location: Houston, Texas
Project description: This environmental review is conducted to document a contract between the City of Houston (City) and The Houston Area Women's Center (HAWC) for a loan of $15,850,000.00 in HOME Investment Partnerships American Rescue Plan Program (HOME-ARP) funds, for the land acquisition and development costs for a new proposed public facility. 
This public facility project will be a Temporary Supportive Housing that will serve as a refuge for survivors fleeing domestic and sexual violence. The development is designed to keep them safe and supported with trauma-informed services until their security needs are addressed, they are on the path to emotional and financial stability, and permanent housing has been secured. The development will meet residents' most immediate and basic needs to ensure their safety and stability: food, diapers, and clothing will be readily available. The Temporary Supportive Housing development will also have multiple layers of security that include high walls and gates, encrypted keyless entry, 24-hour monitoring via indoor and outdoor cameras and security monitors, automatic campus-wide lockdown capability, and a ''panic button'' for summoning nearby law enforcement. The facility will also include children's services like daycare, after school care, and violence prevention programs and education. 
The proposed Temporary Supportive Housing will be built on a currently unimproved 2-acre parcel of land. The site is secured by an existing 12' masonry wall. HAWC intends to work with New Hope Housing as project Developer for Construction related activities, and collaborate with law enforcement, legal services, healthcare, human services, education, and workforce development entities for their supportive services and onsite activities. Many residents at the existing facility qualify for permanent supportive housing benefits. The development will contain 135 fully furnished units serving approximately 360 persons. HAWC will be completely restricted affordable development with seventy percent of the units being allocated to residents earning 60% AMI and below. The proposed unit distribution is 45 efficiency unit and 90 one-bedroom units. The Efficiency units will be able to accommodate up to two people and each unit will have a private bathroom, sitting area, and kitchenette. In regard to the one-bedroom units, all units will have a private bath and sitting area and half of the units will have a full kitchen for the families requiring a longer term stay and half of the units will have a kitchenette. One-bedroom units will accommodate three people on average. The development will primarily be funded by charitable contributions and cash equity from the developer, and City of Houston HOME-ARP funds. BBVA will provide the construction financing.
The City of Houston has classified the project as an Environmental Assessment (24 CFR 58.36,

subpart E) subject to laws and authorities at 24 CFR 58.5, 24 CFR 58.6, National Environmental

Policy Act (NEPA) analysis, and the additional EA Factors discussed by HUD.
This project proposes to use the following funding, including:

$15,850,000.00..................................................... City of Houston Request (HOME-ARP Funds)
$13,500,000.00............................................................................................................. Cash Equity
$3,965,696.00............................................................................................. Charitable contributions
$33,315,696.00…...……...…………...……………………….…….………...…………. TOTAL
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The City of Houston has determined that the project will have no significant impact on the human environment.  Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is not required.  Additional project information is contained in the Environmental Review Record (ERR). The ERR will be made available to the public for review either electronically or by U.S. mail. Please submit your request by U.S. mail to P.O. Box 1562, Houston, TX 77251-1562 or 2100 Travis St., 9th Floor, Houston, TX 77002 or by email to hcdenvironmental@houstontx.gov. 
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the ERR to the City of Houston, Housing and Community Development Department, ATTN: Environmental Review Officer, 2100 Travis, 9th Floor, Houston, Texas 77002 or by email to hcdenvironmental@houstontx.gov. The ERR can be accessed online at the following website https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-review/environmental-review-records/.  All comments received by the close of business on October 24, 2022 will be considered by the City of Houston prior to authorizing submission of a request for release of funds. Commenters should specify which part of this Notice they are addressing.

ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION

The City of Houston certifies to HUD that Sylvester Turner, in his capacity as Mayor consents to accept the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to the environmental review process and that these responsibilities have been satisfied.  HUD's approval of the certification satisfies its responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities and allows the City of Houston to use Program funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS

HUD will accept objections to its release of funds and the City of Houston certification for a period of fifteen days following the anticipated submission date or its actual receipt of the request (whichever is later) only if they are on one of the following bases: (a) the certification was not executed by the Certifying Officer of the City of Houston; (b) the City of Houston has omitted a step or failed to make a decision or finding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR part 58; (c) the grant recipient or other participants in the development process have committed funds, incurred costs or undertaken activities not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before approval of a release of funds by HUD; or (d) another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality. Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the required procedures (24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 58.76) and shall be addressed to U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Office of Community Planning and Development (CPD), 1331 Lamar Street, Suite 550, Houston, Texas 77010 or by phone at (713) 718-3199, or e-mail at CPD_COVID-19OEE-HOS@hud.gov (environmental), CPD_GeneralCorr-HOS@hud.gov; (general). Potential objectors should contact HUD to verify the actual last day of the objection period.
Sylvester Turner, Mayor 

City of Houston
