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PURPOSE
together we create a strong foundation 
for Houston to thrive

5 TO THRIVE VALUES
respect  | ownership  | communication  | integrity  | teamwork



Background

August 2017: Hurricane Harvey 
devastates Houston

CDBG DR 17 (Disaster Recovery) funding 
received by COH for planning activities. 

• 6 Resilience Planning Studies 
• 1 modeling effort 
• 1 Hazard Mitigation Plan
• 3 Housing planning support initiatives
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Project Charge

 Two Neighborhood Sidewalk 
Plans

• Kashmere Gardens
• Gulfton

 A city-wide toolkit.

 Address safety, drainage, 
accessibility, alternative materials, 
innovative design, funding, 
maintenance requirements, etc.



Principles – Sidewalk Performance
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Literature Review & Mapping



Project Scope

• Planning level

• Examine sidewalks for mobility 
and drainage 

• Create a menu of options

• Contribute to a Resilient
Pedestrian Network



Community Involvement

More than
1,000 

Respondents!



Existing Conditions



Existing Conditions
Open Ditch Curb & Gutter







Decision Matrix
SIDEWALK NEED

DRAINAGE NEED DETERMINED

DRAINAGE TYPE & MATERIALS

FUNDING, COST, O&M 
CONSIDERATIONS 



Resiliency is Funding

Lack of awareness and 
inadequate coverage of 
existing funding



Future Funding Strategies
• Sidewalk Fee-in-Lieu (COH) 

• City Council approved January 2023
• Developers of new construction to pay a fee instead 

of providing sidewalks ($12 per sq. foot) where 
applicable 

• Projected revenue of $1.7m annually
• City divided into sidewalk service areas – 70% spent 

in generating area, rest city-wide

• Target Infrastructure Grants (IRA, IIJA, others)

• Other Potential Strategies: 
• Neighborhood Partnering Program
• Transportation Benefit Districts
• Community Facility Districts



Prioritization and Phasing

• Develop a prioritization matrix to identify sidewalk 
scenarios/corridors that can be implemented first

• Identify ways to phase sidewalk projects to offer 
immediate mobility

• Near Term  – safe and accessible tactical 
solutions

• Long Term – permanent capital projects as 
more funding becomes available



Prioritization and Phasing



Actionable Next Steps

• Produce an actionable toolkit 
• Plug into city docs like the IDM
• Create a working document 
• Menu of options for all to work with
• Inform and coordinate with city pilot 

projects

• Create a robust sidewalk inventory 
and a priority list

• Identify offshoot projects to be tackled
• Identify grant funding and partnerships 



Contact – Resilient Sidewalks Plan on Engage Houston



HoustonPublicWorks.org @HouPublicWorks

thank you!
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