
FUNDING AND PRIORITIES 
FOR RAIL
VERONICA O. DAVIS, PE
TRANSPORTATION & DRAINAGE 
OPERATIONS
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PURPOSE
together we create a strong foundation 
for Houston to thrive

5 TO THRIVE VALUES
integrity  | teamwork  | ownership  | communication  | respect
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Competitive grants based on 
rules established by USDOT 

Funds [typically] flow to 
applicants

Funding decision made by 
USDOT (Secretary or 
agencies)

Allocated to the State based 
on formula set by Congress

Funds flow through the State 

Funding decision made by the 
State or Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (H-GAC)

FORMULA DISCRETIONARY

FORMULA VERSUS DISCRETIONARY
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SOURCES OF LOCAL MATCH - BUILD HOUSTON 
FORWARD FUNDING

DRAINAGE 
UTILITY CHARGE

DRAINAGE CHARGE
street & drainage projects
(including property acquisition, 

planning, design, survey & 
construction)

operations & maintenance
(including personnel, 

equipment and facilities)

DEVELOPER 
IMPACT FEE

PERMIT PROCESS
street & drainage for 
future development

AD VALOREM 
TAXES

PROPERTY TAXES
pay off old debt first*

street & drainage projects
traffic signals

sidewalk projects
operations & maintenance
*after paying pre-rebuild debt

THIRD-PARTY 
FUNDS

METRO / TX DOT
street & drainage projects

traffic signals
pedestrian & bike projects
operations & maintenance

**DDSR Fund**

(Fiscally constrained CIP has been reviewed by staff)



INFRASTRUCTURE & 
INVESTMENT JOBS ACT: 
RAIL
KATHERINE SUMMERLIN, MPA
TRANSPORTATION & DRAINAGE 
OPERATIONS
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FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION FUNDING 
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Notice of 
Funding 
Opportunity:
Expected 
June, 2022
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Notice of 
Funding 
Opportunity
Expected 
August, 2022
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OTHER FEDERAL FUNDING SOURCES
• Highway Formula Allocation Funding (subject to Obligation 

Limitation)
• Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP), ~$300M/year statewide
• National Highway Performance Program (NHPP), ~$2.8B/year 

statewide
• Surface Transportation Block Grants (STBG), ~$140M/year regional
• Congestion Mitigation Air Quality Grants (CMAQ), ~$80M/year regional

• Congressionally Directed Spending
• Community Project Funding, generally known as earmarks
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2023-2026 CALL FOR 
PROJECTS
H-GAC / TIP FUNDING OPTION
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QUIET ZONES
VERONICA O. DAVIS, PE
TRANSPORTATION & DRAINAGE 
OPERATIONS
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MAP OF CURRENT QUIET ZONES



19

LIST OF REQUESTED/PENDING QUIET ZONES



GRADE SEPARATION 
PRIORITIES
VERONICA O. DAVIS, PE
TRANSPORTATION & DRAINAGE 
OPERATIONS
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PROJECT READINESS FACTORS:

a) Planned construction projects
b) Street classification
c) Traffic volumes
d) Number of reported blocked crossings
e) Number of trains on the intersecting roadways
f) Proximity to public destinations
g) Historically underserved areas
h) Access and connectivity
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GCRD GRADE SEPARATION
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PROJECT BACKGROUND
• Metro Purple Line coming 

through intersection, 
towards Hobby Airport on 
Long Dr

• TxDOT SH 35 coming 
through, overhead on 
Mykawa alignment

• Elevated grade-separated 
intersection proposed for 
Griggs/Long /Mykawa

Metro Facility

Fiesta Mart

Future Purple Line Alignment

Future SH 35 Alignment
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PROPOSED CONCEPT
• Three-Tiered 

Intersection
• At Grade: Freight Rail 

(UPRR & BNSF)
• Level 2: Griggs, Long 

Mykawa elevated 
intersection; Metro 
Purple Line; 
Pedestrian & bike 
access

• Level 3: SH 35 Main 
Lanes
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RAIL CROSSINGS ALONG METRO’S BRT CORRIDOR



HoustonPublicWorks.org @HouPublicWorks

thank you!
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