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RECREATIONAL DETENTION ON PARK SITES

• Collaboration between City Departments to 
solve flooding challenges

• Multi-Use = Recreation and Detention
• Opportunity to improve recreation amenities

Conceptual of Hackberry Park

Inwood Forest Regional Detention Plan

Memorial Park
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MISSION:
To enhance the quality of urban life by providing 
safe, well-maintained parks, and offering 
affordable programming for our community.

VISION:
The pursuit of a park system that is equitable and 
balanced and provides engaging recreation 
programming for people of all abilities ages, and 
socio-economic levels.



4

FUTURE PARK DESIGNS

• E.P. Hill Park – District D
• Edgewood Park – District D
• Boone Park – District F
• Hackberry Park – District F
• Cambridge Village Park – District K
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DETENTION AND RECREATION

The Commons at Herman Park

Conceptual of Cambridge 
Village Park

Conceptual Wetlands
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CHAPTER 26 – TEXAS 
PARKS & WILDLIFE CODE

• Protection of Public Parks & Recreational Lands
• Governs non-park use of park land
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CHAPTER 26 PROCESS

• Hold public hearing
• There is no feasible or prudent 

alternative 
• Hold public hearing
• There is no feasible or prudent 

alternative

• Minimize harm to the park
• Approve the finding
• Minimize harm to the park

• Approve the finding



PURPOSE
together we create a strong foundation 
for Houston to thrive

5 TO THRIVE VALUES
integrity | teamwork | ownership | communication | respect
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GUIDEBOOK 
PUBLISHED 

ENGAGE HOUSTON
www.engagehouston.org
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GUIDEBOOK GOAL

• Strategies to combine detention 
facilities in a park space.

• Enhancements to parks and renovations

• Protect the community from flooding risks

• Build strong partnerships between 
agencies



11

GUIDEBOOK GOAL
STANDARD DETENTION BASIN:

• Concrete pilot channels
• 3:1 slopes
• Fairly ridged

Bellaire West Detention @ Cook Rd and D-122
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GUIDEBOOK GOAL

Compile and coordinate applicable detention 
requirement from different review agencies 
between City and County. Capture the relevant 
information for implementing detention storage 
in parkland

This guidebook is NOT for implementing a 
standard HCFCD detention pond – see 
relevant HCFCD manual for relevant design 
criteria
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CHAPTER 6 POTENTIAL 
PARK MITIGATION & 
RECREATION STRATEGIES 

• Utilizing a combination of strategies for 
stormwater detention is possible and 
desirable

• Use where the strategies enhance the 
park’s aesthetic appeal as well as 
stormwater storage and treatment, and 
are in line with the park’s goals



14

CHAPTER 6 POTENTIAL 
PARK MITIGATION & 
RECREATION 
STRATEGIES

MULTI-USE DRY DETENTION 
STRATEGY

• Depressed open space or sports 
field

WET DETENTION STRATEGY
• Wet amenity pond and wetland 

features
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CHAPTER 6 POTENTIAL 
PARK MITIGATION & 
RECREATION STRATEGIES 
ADVANTAGES
• Stormwater detention occurs below the 

ground surface

• Not intrusive to park layout

• Accommodate amenities such as:
• high use sports fields
• splash pads
• playgrounds
• parking lot

DISADVANTAGES
• Higher construction cost
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CHAPTER 6 POTENTIAL 
PARK MITIGATION & 
RECREATION 
STRATEGIES 

ADVANTAGES
• Uses or mimics natural processes to 

prevent, capture, and filter stormwater 
runoff

• Stormwater quality benefits
• Can be incorporated around park 

amenities due to generally smaller 
footprint
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FUTURE PARK DESIGNS
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EDGEWOOD PARK
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EDGEWOOD PARK 
CONCEPTUAL LAYOUT
• Followed master plan for park
• Upgraded trail
• New football field
• Underground storage for future 

parking lot
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EDGEWOOD PARK
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EDGEWOOD PARK
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EP HILL PARK
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EP HILL PARK

CONCEPTUAL LAYOUT
• Expanded trail
• Upgraded gazebo & basketball 

court
• New parking area
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EP HILL PARK
24
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EP HILL PARK
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CAMBRIDGE PARK
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CAMBRIDGE PARK
CONCEPTUAL LAYOUT
• Expanded trail
• Lowered soccer field
• New benches & playground canopy
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CAMBRIDGE VILLAGE PARK
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CAMBRIDGE VILLAGE PARK
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BOONE PARK
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BOONE PARK
CONCEPTUAL LAYOUT
• Improved soccer field and large swale
• Upgraded volleyball courts
• Replace old pavilion
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BOONE PARK
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BOONE PARK
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HACKBERRY PARK
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HACKBERRY PARK

CONCEPTUAL LAYOUT
• Connected the water feature
• Removed mounds to create 

more park space
• Add wetland feature with bird 

habitat
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HACKBERRY PARK
36
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HACKBERRY PARK



Discussion and Q&A
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thank you
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