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LIVABLE PLACES ACTION COMMITTEE
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The Livable Places Action Committee is creating opportunities within our 
development standards that encourage housing variety and affordability.
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www.HoustonPlanning.com



PROPOSED AMENDMENTS

• Residential buffering standards (Chapter 42)

• Garage screening standards (Section 406 Construction Code)

• Lighting fixture standards (Section 513 Electric Code)

• Bulk container screening standards (Chapter 39)
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RESIDENTIAL BUFFERING STANDARDS
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Changes with the amendments
• High-rise structures (taller than 75’ to the highest habitable floor) 

– must provide buffer (of 30-40 feet) from all single family 
residential and multi unit residential developments 

– when along local or collector streets

• Mid-rise structures (taller than 65’)  
– must provide buffer (of 15 feet) from all single family residential 

and multi unit residential developments 
– when along only local street



Current Buffering Standards for developments meeting all the 
compliance criteria:

10’ Landscape
BufferExisting 

SFR Lots 
3500 sf or 
greater

CURRENT RESIDENTIAL BUFFERING STANDARDS
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PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL BUFFERING STANDARDS

(1) High-rises                                                     (2) Mid-rises

Existing 
SFR Lots or 
MF  (up to 
8 units)

10’ Landscape
BufferExisting 

SFR Lots or 
MF  (up to 
8 units)
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GARAGE SCREENING STANDARDS
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Changes with the amendments
To help block light from car headlights
• All parking garages faces 

– Abutting or across the street from residential development
– Provide exterior cover of 50 inches for all floors of parking

To help block light from garage ceiling fixtures
• Parking garage structures 

– Abutting a public street, or residential development
– Not create light trespass more than 0.2fc at the property line
– Focus internal ceiling light fixtures appropriately OR
– Provide full screening
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FULL SCREENING 42” EXTERIOR COVER



GARAGE SCREENING STANDARDS

OPAQUE

EXTERIOR

COVER

30’

Current Standards Proposed Standards 

Abutting 
residential 
property or 
public street

To address lighting from car headlights:
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GARAGE SCREENING STANDARDS
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To address light from garage ceiling fixtures:



Changes with the amendments
• All outdoor fixtures (wall or pole mounted) on commercial 

developments 
– Abutting a public street, or residential development
– Must not create light trespass more than 0.2fc at the property line
– Could use full cut-off fixtures or house side shields
– Be fully enclosed in the fixture housing
– Lights with max. Correlated Color Temperature of 3,500 Kelvins and
– Lights with min. Color Rendering Index of 70

LIGHTING FIXTURE STANDARDS
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Full cutoff 
fixtures and 
house side 
shields

Full cutoff 
fixtures and 
house side 
shields

Current Standards Proposed Standards

Commercial 
development

Commercial 
development

Residential 

property or 

street

Residential 

property or 

street

LIGHTING FIXTURE STANDARDS
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LIGHTING FIXTURE STANDARDS
Current Standards Proposed Standards
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Changes with the amendments
• Require screening for the bulk containers abutting 

residential developments and all public streets

BULK CONTAINER SCREENING STANDARDS
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Current Standards Proposed Standards



INFORMATION AVAILABLE ONLINE
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TIMELINE

LPAC consensus Apr 20, 2021

Planning Commission presentation Sep 29, 2022

30-day comment period Sep 29 – Oct 30, 2022

Planning Commission action Dec 1, 2022

Council Committee presentation Dec 13, 2022

City Council public hearing Jan 2023



832-393-6600 www.houston.tx.gov/planning

Questions?

Thank You
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