
Livable Places Action Committee Update
Virtual Meeting

Suvidha Bandi
Principal Planner

Planning & Development Department

City of Houston

Quality of Life Committee
February 24, 2021



Planning Commission
CHAIR

MARTY STEIN

Livable Places Action 
Committee CO-CHAIR

LISA CLARK

Livable Places Action 
Committee CO-CHAIR

SONNY GARZA

2



Committee Members

3



4



5



Plan Houston

• Grow responsibly 

• Connect people and 
places

• Foster an affordable 
city

• Communicate clearly 
and with transparency 

Climate Action Plan

• Reduce barriers for using 
multi-modal 
transportation

• Improve 
interconnectedness and 
safety of pedestrian

• Build and retrofit 
complete, transit-oriented 
neighborhoods

Resilient Houston

• Protect and strengthen 
neighborhoods through infill 
development

• Review and amend lot-size and 
coverage-area requirements

• Make streets 100% safe for all 
Houstonians

• Provide transit options for 
affordable neighborhoods

Action Steps
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Sep Jan May Sep Jan May Aug

Overall Project Timeline 

Community Engagement

2021 20222020

Committee Work & 

intermittent Adoption by City Council
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www.LetsTalkHouston.org/Livable-Places
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https://www.letstalkhouston.org/livable-places


Project schedule

Sep Oct                Nov Dec  Jan              Feb Mar            Apr  

Meeting 1
• Project introduction
• Technical Amendments

Meeting 2
• Consensus on Technical 

Amendments
• Introduction to Codes

Meeting 3
• Present Issues to be covered 

& build consensus 
• Residential best practices 

report
• Ordinance language drafting

Meeting 4
• Discuss Buffering 

ordinance
• Concerns & Limitations

Meeting 5
• Present Research results 

and engagement outcome 
• Build consensus on 

concerns to address

Meeting 6
• Present Buffering 

ordinance amendment 
proposals & Discussion

Meeting 7
• Buffering ordinance 

amendments consensus
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Technical Amendments

Purpose

To clarify and codify some requirements/policies

Progress

• Committee established consensus

• Draft language under legal review

• Present to the Planning Commission soon

• Present to City Council - May
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Conservation Districts Focus Group

Purpose

Will draft framework for Conservation Districts program

Progress

• Began work in October

• 5 meetings so far

• Wrapping up on the framework by March
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Topics to be covered

• Density & Affordability

• Access & Multimodal Options

• Infrastructure
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Purpose
Address the buffering ordinance concerns due to high density development 
adjacent to single family residential developments

Progress

• Discussed the concerns we heard from public via the engagement tool

• Conducted 40 site visits and studied 6 cities to find solutions

• Met with Technical Advisory Group to discuss potential solutions

• Present amendment concepts in the next meeting

Residential Buffering
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• Boost our public engagement efforts

• Provide expertise on national best practices

• Bring new regulatory concepts

• Provide strategic advice

Professional Services
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Contacts and Resources

Livable Places
LivablePlaces@houstontx.gov
832.393.6600

Suvidha Bandi
Jennifer Ostlind
Lynn Henson

For details, videos, and other materials visit project webpage at
www.HoustonPlanning.com/LivablePlaces
www.LetsTalkHouston.org/Livable-Places
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