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HOT Arts Trend

*HOT dedicated to the arts is separate 
and apart from MOCA’s other major arts 
funding category, the CIP Civic Art 
Program.
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2020 Arts Impacts

$94.7M in lost income was reported by 574 

applicants through MOCA CARES 1 Relief Grants 
administered by Houston Arts Alliance.

$70.9M in lost income was reported by the 900 

applicants to MOCA CARES 2 Relief Grants administered 
by Mid-America Arts Alliance.

Nationally, Americans for the Arts reports that artists 

have experienced a 79% amount decrease in work that 

generated income.
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2020 HOT Grantee 
Service Adaptation

2020 grantees were given maximum flexibility to complete and/or adapt programs
with  consideration of pandemic-related challenges.  Some examples:

● Live Music @ Home: Houston Public Media Broadcasts Houston Symphony

● Art @ Home: 5-Minute Tours on Glasstire, or visit some of your favorite arts institutions as they go

virtual or become a #MuseumfromHome

● Art on the fly: Go on a car tour of the city's murals! 

● Houston Ballet @ Home: mini-sodes with ballet dancers (warning: includes silliness)

● Inprint Houston’s archive of readings with some of the world’s great writers

● Check out virtual events from the Children’s Museum

● Discovery Green virtual programming!

● Museum of Fine Arts Virtual Experience #MuseumFromHome

● New insta11ations artwork up in Acres Homes! “Acres Homes Rocks” by Israel McCloud

● ROCO in Concert will livestream Queen of Hearts (a program of works by women) Sunday at 2 pm!

● Asia Society’s At-Home Adventures through Asia: China

● Movie Night with the Museum of Fine Arts

● Contemporary Arts Museum Virtual Drop-In Experiences!

● Holocaust Museum Online! (*Butterfly Workshop*  Family activities, lesson plans, virtual exhibitions!) 

● Ensemble Theatre’s Bold Online Series (Message Mondays, TBT, and Family Fun Fridays!)  

● Houston Center for Photography Workshop: Xerox Transfer! Great for at-home art activities!  

● Ars Lyrica: Tour de France! If you need to get your head out of the present, go to 18th century France! 

● THE 2020 HOUSTON ART CAR PARADE: VIRTUAL EDITION!!! + Touring The Orange Show, The Beer Can 

House and Smither Park. Then tune to ABC13 Houston for a look at the 2019 Houston Art Car Parade. 

HTV Houston Television will also be airing some great segments of past parades and artist interviews.

● Houston Symphony Living Room Series – Live Concerts Streaming Online on Fridays 

at 8 pm!

● Virtual Chalk on the Block in Midtown - Experience local artists creating pavement 

art on their driveways and neighborhood sidewalks, without leaving your house!

● Houston’s FIRST drive-by art exhibition! Saturday, April 25th from 3-8 pm on the 

walls of Allan Rodewalds studio on 1402 Dart. More info at Facebook 

@AllanRodewalkArt

● Arts District Houston is featuring artists making masks!

● OR, since we can all make masks at home, the Houston Center for Contemporary 

Craft has a guide here! #craftwithHCC

● The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Center for the Arts (UH)  Ten Tiny Dances Online!

● Bull premiering at MFAH: Set on the fringes of (Houston!!), Bull is a commanding 

story about an unlikely bond between a wayward girl and an aging rodeo rider. 

April 29-May 12

● Nameless Sound Lunchtime Concert (to enjoy with your donut, Friday, May 15!)

● Wikipedia Edit-a-Thons starting next week! Join us on Zoom to learn how to edit 

Wikipedia and work together to improve and create Wikipedia articles for Houston 

women artists! Sign up

● Society for the Performing Arts Creative Connection: A collection of photo/video 

submissions of creativity for everyone!

● Create your Own Art Bike! Airing Sunday, May 10th at 7:30am and 7:30pm on HTV! 

Thank you HTV!

● 14 Pews is proud to present 10 films which were created with the help of their 

students from the 14 Pews Film Academy!

● While we are in isolation, Houston Show Choir singers have continued to make 

music to encourage others. 

● With One Accord (Podcast) Every Monday and Friday at 12, with Artistic Director 

Robert Simpson and the Houston Chamber Choir. 

● The Italian Cultural & Community Center hosts Story Time every week for children, 

where children can listen and learn Italian!

● Asia Society Texas Center teaches us how to fold an origami crane! 4

https://houstonsymphony.org/watch-listen-now/?utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20MAR20FridayMarketing&utm_content=version_A
https://glasstire.com/category/feature/five-minute-tours/
http://bit.ly/2TKouB1
https://www.facebook.com/houstonballet/videos/305969853713643/
https://inprinthouston.org/for-readers/inprint-archive-of-readings/
https://www.cmhouston.org/
https://www.discoverygreen.com/discovery-green-social-distancing-events
https://www.mfah.org/visit/mfah-virtual-experience
https://www.facebook.com/artleaguehouston/posts/10157863961898046
https://www.facebook.com/events/2663463660443333/
https://asiasociety.org/texas/home-adventures-through-asia-china?fbclid=IwAR3aOIpydTku3bRd7AUp26xzlAGNESJeLGjHeuxcAZK6AdKzVQNISkdsa3o
https://www.mfah.org/blogs/inside-mfah/movie-night-mfah-films-sorry-we-missed-you
https://camh.org/event/unconventional-portraiture-virtual/
https://hmh.org/resources?fbclid=IwAR3VBddY0eVlRNgEJ6v_6D4Ww082oJrPCBC4KvqnN8PUT3abq4hO_RGKgC0
https://www.facebook.com/TETMidtownHouston/
https://hcponline.org/spot/levy-park-photography-workshop-xerox-transfer/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3rT4oX6RUeOlnXtMuxXB9ZhRUeQ0e1aN
https://houstonsymphony.org/living-room-livestream/?utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20APR27LivingRoomConcertSeriesAnnouncement&utm_content=version_A
https://www.facebook.com/events/1256427674531286/?event_time_id=1391837164323669
https://www.facebook.com/artsdistricthou/posts/2748122371980046
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=3033287826736822
http://www.countercurrentfestival.org/ten-tiny-dances-online/?fbclid=IwAR3PoLLReQbqRAmut3gQ3USRDpdByIIwBDlTE4mnwqQ-soJQlARh5kaGiCU
https://bit.ly/2VM94ga
http://namelesssound.org/events/2020_5_15_Tiziana_Bertoncini_Thomas_Lehn.html
https://www.facebook.com/events/1096824317353574/
https://spahouston.org/watch-listen-learn/
https://14pews.org/pages/our_films_2180.asp
https://youtu.be/tMmFpM4eyM0
https://houstonchamberchoir.org/podcast-with-one-accord
http://www.iccchouston.com/iccc-story-time/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=271425130558426


2021 HOT Grants Plan

MOCA’s 214 2020 grantees recommended by HAA represent the most diverse

cohort of grantees in the City’s funding history. 

Because of reduced HOT funding and reduced staffing within grantee groups, HAA 

will streamline its 2021 application process by 

● allocating up to 63% of funds to the 2020 grantee pool

● allocating at least 37% of funds to an open competitive application process

The strategy balances the diversity gains of the 2020 grantee pool with 

opportunities for new applications.

5

https://www.houstontx.gov/culturalaffairs/20200902.html


Additional Actions

MOCA COVID19 Response Timeline: 
www.houstontx.gov/culturalaffairs/covid-resources.html

National Advocacy 

Recognition of Artists and Organizations

Surveys & Data Collection

Connection to Resources

MOCA CARES Relief Grants
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MOCA CARES 1 Distributions 
via Houston Arts Alliance
August 24, 2020 - November 12, 2020
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MOCA CARES 1 Distributions to Individuals
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MOCA CARES 1 Distributions by Race/Ethnicity 
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Final Report: http://www.houstontx.gov/culturalaffairs/CARES-Act-Program-Final-
Report.pdf

MOCA CARES 1 Distributions: Discipline and Org Size
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Music
The Texas Music Office (TMO) reports 

Houston has over 3,500 working 

musicians and 1,400 businesses in 

the Houston music industry.

MOCA hosted a Community Workshop with TMO at the end of October and a clear point 
from a post survey was  that 63% of participants see Houston as a Music Friendly City.
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MOCA CARES 2
CARES Act Relief Grants via Mid-America Arts Alliance

October 

2020

MOCA Engages M-

AAA

November 

4, 2020

Application Portal 

Launches

November 

25, 2020

Application Portal 

Closes

December 

23, 2020

All Funding Distributed 

for 342 Grants

Applicants were notified 

December 7, 2020.
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MOCA CARES 2
Funding Distribution
342 Grants Total
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MOCA CARES 2 Funding by Genre
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MOCA CARES 2 Distribution Demographics
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MOCA CARES 2 Education Level & Other Relief Funding Access
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MOCA CARES Relief Grants Total

A total of $5M was distributed to 691 recipients over 4 months.

Recipients:

226 artists, 

308 musicians, 

36 music venues, 

and 121 arts and cultural organizations.
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Next Steps

● Monitor federal legislative action for new COVID19 relief grants/programs

● Monitor HOT and continued impact on cultural sector

● Assist stakeholders with reopening plans

● Explore state and federal partnerships for Houston’s cultural industries

● Promote Houston’s creative economy by continuing work with Houston 

First/Visit Houston
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