
AGENDA - COUNCIL MEETING - TUESDAY - AUGUST 24, 2010 - 1:30 P. M. 
COUNCIL CHAMBER - SECOND FLOOR - CITY HALL  

901 BAGBY - HOUSTON, TEXAS 
 
 
 

PRAYER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Council Member Noriega 
 
 
 
1:30 P. M. - ROLL CALL 
 
 
 
ADOPT MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
 
 
2:00 P. M. - PUBLIC SPEAKERS - Pursuant to City Council Rule 8, City Council will hear from 
members of the public; the names and subject matters of persons who had requested to speak at the 
time of posting of this Agenda are attached; the names and subject matters of persons who 
subsequently request to speak may be obtained in the City Secretary’s Office 
 
 
 
MATTERS RELATING TO THE NOVEMBER 2, 2010 ELECTION 
 
1. ORDINANCE ordering a Special Election to be held on November 2, 2010, for the purpose of 

submitting to the qualified voters of the City of Houston, Texas, a proposition to amend the City 
Charter to prohibit the use of Photographic Traffic Signal Enforcement Systems (Red Light 
Cameras) 

 
 

5:00 P. M. - RECESS 
 
 

RECONVENE 
 
 

WEDNESDAY - AUGUST 25, 2010 - 9:00 A. M. 
 

 
DESCRIPTIONS OR CAPTIONS OF AGENDA ITEMS WILL BE READ BY THE 

CITY SECRETARY PRIOR TO COMMENCEMENT 
 
 
 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
 
 

CONSENT AGENDA NUMBERS 2 through 17       
 
 



AGENDA - AUGUST 25, 2010 - PAGE 2 
 
MISCELLANEOUS - NUMBERS 2 and 3    
 
2. REQUEST from Mayor for confirmation of the appointment of MR. JOSEPH G. SOLIZ, to Position 

One on the CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION for a term to expire June 14, 2013 
 
3. RECOMMENDATION from Director of Human Resources Department for approval of the Holiday 

Schedule for Calendar Year 2011 
 
 
ACCEPT WORK - NUMBERS 4 and 5     
 
4. RECOMMENDATION from Interim Director General Services Department for approval of final 

contract amount of $32,137.00 and acceptance of work on contract with INLAND 
ENVIRONMENTS, LTD., for Asbestos Abatement and Demolition at Kingwood Library   
DISTRICT E - SULLIVAN 

 
5. RECOMMENDATION from Director Department of Public Works & Engineering for approval of 

final contract amount of $2,803,242.26 and acceptance of work on contract with D. L. ELLIOTT 
ENTERPRISES, INC for Water Line Grid Extensions along North Park, N. Wayside, Mt. Houston, 
Homestead and Winfield - 1.64% under the original contract amount - DISTRICTS B - JOHNSON 
and E - SULLIVAN 

 
 
PURCHASING AND TABULATION OF BIDS - NUMBER 6    
 
6. ORACLE USA, INC for Oracle Technical Support Services through the City’s Master Agreement 

with the Texas Department of Information Resources for the Information Technology Department  
$309,820.50 - Central Services Revolving Fund 

 
 
RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES - NUMBERS 7 through 17    
 
7. RESOLUTION approving and authorizing nomination of CAMERON INTERNATIONAL 

CORPORATION to the Office of the Governor Economic Development & Tourism through the 
Economic Development Bank as an Enterprise Project  

 
8. RESOLUTION approving and authorizing nomination of JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION to the Office of the Governor Economic Development & Tourism through the 
Economic Development Bank as an Enterprise Project 

 
9. ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, HOUSTON, TEXAS, relating to the 

Public Parking Commission; dissolving the Commission and AMENDING CHAPTER 33 OF THE 
CODE OF ORDINANCES to transfer certain of the Commission’s responsibilities to the Planning 
Commission; containing findings and other provisions relating to the foregoing subject; containing 
a repealer; providing for severability 

 
10. ORDINANCE approving Oil and Gas Lease with SOUTHERN STAR EXPLORATION, LLC, as 

Lessee, for prospecting for and producing oil and gas from the City’s Herman Brown Park, Brock 
Park, parts of Maxey Park, and Public Works McCarty Road Service Center - DISTRICTS 
B - JOHNSON and I - RODRIGUEZ 

 
 



AGENDA - AUGUST 25, 2010 - PAGE 3 
 
RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES - continued     
 
11. ORDINANCE appropriating $2,204,176.69 out of Tax Increment Funds for Reinvestment Zone 

Number One, City of Houston, Texas (Lamar Terrace Zone), Reinvestment Zone Number Two, 
City of Houston, Texas (Midtown Zone), Reinvestment Zone Number Three, City of Houston, 
Texas (Main Street/Market Square Zone), Reinvestment Zone Number Four, City of Houston, 
Texas (Village Enclaves Zone), Reinvestment Zone Number Five, City of Houston, Texas 
(Memorial Heights Zone), Reinvestment Zone Number Seven, City of Houston, Texas (Old 
Spanish Trail/Almeda Corridors Zone), Reinvestment Zone Number Eight, City of Houston, Texas 
(Gulfgate Zone), Reinvestment Zone Number Nine, City of Houston, Texas (South Post Oak 
Zone), Reinvestment Zone Number Ten, City of Houston, Texas (Lake Houston Zone), 
Reinvestment Zone Number Eleven, City of Houston, Texas (Greater Greenspoint Zone), 
Reinvestment Zone Number Twelve, City of Houston, Texas (City Park Zone), Reinvestment 
Zone Number Thirteen, City of Houston, Texas (Old Sixth Ward Zone), Reinvestment Zone 
Number Fourteen, City of Houston, Texas (Fourth Ward Zone), Reinvestment Zone Number 
Fifteen, City of Houston, Texas (East Downtown Zone), Reinvestment Zone Number Sixteen, City 
of Houston, Texas (Uptown Zone), Reinvestment Zone Number Seventeen, City of Houston, 
Texas (Memorial City Zone), Reinvestment Zone Number Eighteen, City of Houston, Texas (Fifth 
Ward Zone), Reinvestment Zone Number Nineteen, City of Houston, Texas (Upper Kirby Zone), 
Reinvestment Zone Number Twenty, City of Houston, Texas (Southwest Houston Zone), 
Reinvestment Zone Number Twenty-One, City of Houston, Texas (Hardy/Near Northside Zone), 
and Reinvestment Zone Number Twenty-Two, City of Houston, Texas (Leland Woods Zone) for 
administrative expenses, payments to Houston Independent School District, and payment to 
certain redevelopment authorities as provided herein 

 
12. ORDINANCE approving and authorizing Master Services Agreement between the City of Houston 

and ADP, INC for Payroll Services - 1 Year with two one-year options - $97,500.00 - Central 
Services Revolving Fund 

 
13. ORDINANCE awarding contract to RUSH TRUCK CENTERS OF TEXAS, L.P. dba RUSH 

TRUCK CENTER, HOUSTON for Peterbilt Truck Repair Services for the Public Works & 
Engineering Department; providing a maximum contract amount - 3 Years with two one-year 
options - $624,975.00 - Fleet Management Fund 

 
14. ORDINANCE approving and authorizing Maintenance Agreement between the City and the 

GREATER SHARPSTOWN MANAGEMENT DISTRICT for Right of Way Improvements  
DISTRICTS C - CLUTTERBUCK; F - HOANG and G - PENNINGTON 

 
15. ORDINANCE de-appropriating $104,767.00 of Street & Bridge Consolidated Construction Funds 

from a Construction Management At Risk Contract with JE DUNN SOUTH CENTRAL, INC for 
Right-of-Way and Fleet Maintenance Facilities Expansion (Approved by Ordinance No. 2009-
746), appropriating $104,767.00 out of Street & Bridge Consolidated Construction Funds to the 
CIP Salary Recovery Fund for Project Management Costs associated with Right-of-way and Fleet 
Maintenance Facilities Expansion Project for FY 2010 and FY 2011 - DISTRICTS H - GONZALEZ 
and I - RODRIGUEZ 

 
16. ORDINANCE appropriating $41.280.00 out of General Improvement Consolidated Construction 

Fund; awarding construction contract to AIA GENERAL CONTRACTORS, INC for Underground 
Storage Tank Removal at Bureau of Animal Regulation and Care (B.A.R.C.); setting a deadline 
for the bidder’s execution of the contract and delivery of all bonds, insurance and other required 
contract documents to the City; holding the bidder in default if it fails to meet the deadlines; 
providing funding for project management and construction oversight, and contingencies relating 
to construction of facilities financed by the General Improvement Consolidated Construction Fund  
DISTRICT B - JOHNSON 

 
 



AGENDA - AUGUST 25, 2010 - PAGE 4 
 
RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES - continued     
 
17. ORDINANCE granting to Gl ENVIRONMENTAL VACUUM SERVICE, INC, A Texas 

Corporation, the right, privilege and franchise to collect, haul and transport solid waste and 
industrial waste from commercial properties located within the City of Houston, Texas, pursuant to 
Chapter 39, Code of Ordinances, Houston, Texas; providing for related terms and conditions  
FIRST READING 

 
END OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 
 

CONSIDERATION OF MATTERS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 
MATTERS HELD - NUMBERS 18 through 20    
 
18. ORDINANCE approving and authorizing Interlocal Agreement between the City of Houston and 

NORTH FOREST INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT under the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act for Installation of New Energy Efficient Roof - $1,500,000.00 - American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act Fund - DISTRICT B - JOHNSON  
TAGGED BY COUNCIL MEMBER CLUTTERBUCK 
This was Item 21 on Agenda of August 18, 2010 

 
19. ORDINANCE approving agreement between the City of Houston, Texas and INTOWN HOMES, 

LTD. pursuant to Chapter 380 of the Texas Local Government Code for Economic Development 
Assistance for development of three residential subdivisions in the City - DISTRICTS 
A - STARDIG and H - GONZALEZ - TAGGED BY COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ 
This was Item 23 on Agenda of August 18, 2010 

 
20. ORDINANCE approving and authorizing contract between the City of Houston and 

GT DISTRIBUTORS, INC for Conducted Energy Devices (Tasers), Accessories, Supplies and 
Repair Services for the Houston Police Department; providing a maximum contract amount  
5 Years - $4,452,310.25 - General Fund   
TAGGED BY COUNCIL MEMBERS BRADFORD and ADAMS   
This was Item 27 on Agenda of August 18, 2010 

 
 
MATTERS TO BE PRESENTED BY COUNCIL MEMBERS - Council Member Hoang first 
 
 
ALL ORDINANCES ARE TO BE CONSIDERED ON AN EMERGENCY BASIS AND TO BE 
PASSED ON ONE READING UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, ARTICLE VII, SECTION 7, CITY 
CHARTER 
 
 
NOTE - WHENEVER ANY AGENDA ITEM, WHETHER OR NOT ON THE CONSENT AGENDA, IS 

NOT READY FOR COUNCIL ACTION AT THE TIME IT IS REACHED ON THE AGENDA, 
THAT ITEM SHALL BE PLACED AT THE END OF THE AGENDA FOR ACTION BY 
COUNCIL WHEN ALL OTHER AGENDA ITEMS HAVE BEEN CONSIDERED 

 
 CITY COUNCIL RESERVES THE RIGHT TO TAKE UP AGENDA ITEMS OUT OF THE 

ORDER IN WHICH THEY ARE POSTED IN THIS AGENDA.  ALSO, AN ITEM THAT HAS 
BEEN TAGGED UNDER CITY COUNCIL RULE 4 (HOUSTON CITY CODE §2-2) OR 
DELAYED TO ANOTHER DAY MAY BE NEVERTHELESS CONSIDERED LATER AT THE 
SAME CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 
 



 
`                                                                                                      

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER - CITY HALL 2nd FLOOR - TUESDAY 
AUGUST 24,  2010  – 2:00 PM 

 
AGENDA  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3MIN                                                                             3MIN                                                                      3MIN 

 
NON-AGENDA  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3MIN                                                                             3MIN                                                                      3MIN 
 
MS. REBECCA UDDEN – 2540 Times Blvd. – 77005 – 713-524-3622 – HOT Contract 
 
MR. MICHAEL REMSON – 3311 Richmond Ave, Ste. 350 – 77098 – 713-522-9699 – HOT Contract 
 
MS. SANDRA ORGAN – 309 Drew – 77006 – 713-520-9876 – HOT Contract  
 
MS. KIM LYKINS – Post Office Box 667183 – 77266-7183 – 713-529-0787 – HOT Contract  
 
MS. BEVIN DUBROWSKI – 1441 W. Alabama – 77006 – 713-529-4755 ext. 3 – HOT Contract/continuing  
    Art funding  
 
MR. RAUL EDWARDS – 1302 Waugh Dr., No. 553 – 77019 – 713-524-3936 – HOT Contract 
 
MR. RAJ MANKAD – 1743 Kiplings – 77098 – 832-641-0703 – HOT Contract  
 
MS. MICHELLE BARNES – Post Office Box 88308 – 77288 - 713-523-1616 – HOT Contract  
 
MR. AHMAD SOLOMON – 14855 Memorial Dr. – 77079 – 281-827-8337 – Why HPD is permitted to  
     intimidate the Muslim Community   
 
MR. EFFREN WILLIAMS – 1212 Cleveland – 77019 – 832-458-6225 - Promote fitness in Houston 
 
MR. RALPH LOWE – 2100 Memorial Dr., No. 606 – 77007 – 281-904-2930 – Introducing a new technology  
     Luboron  
 
MR. JORGE QUINONES – 12401 S. Post Oak – 77045 – 713-252-1736 – Houston Career initiative 
 
MS. DEBORAH ANDERSON – 12401 S Post Oak rd. – 77045 – 713-723-6837 – Job placement and Career  
     Development 
 
MR. RONALD SCHINDLER – 7200 Shadyvilla Ln. – 77055 – 832-373-3880 - Camera 
 
MS. MARY TAYLOR - 1403 Fashion Hill Dr. - 77088 - 281-445-0682 – Police stole my car off my property  
     July 15, 2010 – Unjust  
 
MR. BARRY ROSETTE – 5015 Fannin – 77004 – 832-483-3231 – Health Inspection complaint 
 
MS. DEBORAH WILKERSON – 1723 Desoto – 77091 – 713-972-4026 – Environmental issues/Air  
 
MR. LEE PERRY – 3940 Main – 77002 – 713-876-4571 – Environmental issues/rule 106.4 
 
MR. /COACH R. J. BOBBY TAYLOR - 3107 Sumpter - 77026 - FA34511 - Behavior; Fiesta Ballroom, 200 

Jackson Street, Houston, disgracing Parents/Children 
 

PREVIOUS 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1MIN                                                                             1MIN                                                                      1MIN  
 
REV. JOE ANGEL LOPEZ – 13334 Wells River – 77041 – 832-891-2724 – Houston SEARCH Coalition for  
     Homeless - City Council lay bedside together  
 
MS. CLAUDINE WOODS – 480 West Parker Rd. – 77091 – 713-742-0932 – Enter Faith United State Country 
     Appraiser of Queen Store  
 
PRESIDENT JOSEPH CHARLES - Post Office Box 524373 - 77052-4373 – Criminal charges – Officer Baines  
     Terrorist False Arrest – Psychic threats – Stalked 
 
 



TO: or via City Secretary REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

SUBJECT: Category Page Agenda Item 
Charter Amendment Election Relating to the Use of Photographic I of 1 

Traffic Signal Enforcement Systems (Red Light Cameras) 

FROM (Department or other point of origin): Origination Date Agenda Date 
City Attorney 

August 24, 2010 August 24,2010 
I 

DIRECTOR'S SIGNATURE : Council District affected : 

All 

For additional information contact: David M . Feldman Date and identification of prior authorizing 
Phone : 832-393-6412 Council action: 

RECOMMENDATION: (Summary) 
That the City Council adopt an ordinance ordering a charter amendment election to be held on 

November 2, 2010, relating to the use of photographic traffic signal enforcement systems (red light cameras) . 

Amount of Funding: F & A Budget : 

SOURCE OF FUNDING: General Fund Grant Fund Enterprise Fund 

I I Other (Specify) 
SPECIFIC EXPLANATION : 

On August 24, 2010, City Secretary Anna Russell submitted a report to Mayor Annise D. Parker and 
Members of City Council which verified the petition filed by Citizens Against Red Light Cameras seeking a 
charter amendment election relating to the use of photographic traffic signal enforcement systems (red light 
cameras). In her report, the City Secretary determined that a sufficient number of valid signatures was 
submitted in the petition . Section 9.004(a) of the Local Government Code provides that the City Council must 
place an item on the ballot if a valid petition is timely received . 

The proposed ordinance calls an election to be held on November 2, 2010, jointly with other 
governmental entities, for the purpose of placing before the voters of the City a proposed Charter amendment 
to discontinue the use of photographic traffic signal enforcement systems (red light cameras). 

REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION 
F&A Director: Other Authorization: Other Authorization : 



To : 

	

Mayor Annise D. Parker 

	

From : 

	

Anna Russell 
and Members of City Council 

	

City Secretary 

AR: pj 

CITY OF HOUSTON 
Office of the City Secretary 

Date: 

	

August 24, 2010 

Anna Russell 
City Secretary 

Interoffice 
Correspondence 

Subject : 

	

CHARTER AMENDMENT PETITION to 
add a separate section relating to the 
photographic traffic signal enforcement 
systems 

At approximately 2:10 p.m . on August 9, 2010, a petition containing approximately 10,585 
counterparts calling for a charter amendment to add a separate section relating to the 
photographic traffic signal enforcement systems, was received in the Office of the City 
Secretary . 

Section 9.004 of the Texas Local Government Code requires 20,000 qualified signatures for a 
petition to call an election to amend a City Charter and Section 277 .002 Texas Election Code 
provides the requirements for petition signatures. 

A total of 29,384 signatures were checked . The names were checked against the Harris County 
list of qualified voters . Addresses within a precinct that is partially within the city (split precincts) 
were checked to determine whether the address was within the City of Houston . 

20,969 signatures appearing on the petition contained correct information as required, that 
being (1) signature, (2) printed name, (3) date of birth, (4) voter registration number/residence 
address (were verifiable without a voter certificate number), and (5) date of signing . All 20,969 
signatures were verified as registered voters of the City of Houston . 

8,415 signatures failed to provide one or more of the requirements listed above or were not 
found on the list of qualified voters or were listed outside the City of Houston . 

A sufficient number of valid signatures were checked without the necessity of checking the 
balance of the submitted signatures . 

I have not undertaken to make any other examination into the validity of the respective 
signatures . 

A copy of a page of the petition is attached for your infor 

	

fon . 



Petition to Ban Red Light Cameras 
SIGN AND RETURN TODAY! 

Please Return the Petition today in the enclosed postage paid envelope, with as many signatures as possible. 
F 

111 111 

	

111 1 1111 1 1 1 111 1111 

	

11111 111 1 111 

*****`*****"m*`*AUTO`*5-DIGIT 77092 
EDWARD & JERRY TAYLOR 
4433 Nina Lee Ln 
Houston, TX 77092 

1) 

	

02379147 

	

JERRY G. TAYLOR 

	

1/1/1900 

	

)( 

Hill Hill 1111111111111111111111111111111H11111 

	

4433 Nina Lee Ln Houston, 7X 77092 (Harris) 

2) 02379139 

	

EDWARD F. TAYLOR 

	

2/14/1934 "- 

Hill Hill 111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

	

4433 Nina Lee Ln Houston, TX 77092 (Harris) 

1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 IN 

Petition Page Number: P21695 
Mailed on: July 9, 2010 
All Petition signers below are Registered 
to vote in city of Houston - Harris County 
at the address on the left 

'o the Mayor and City Council of the City of Houston ("City"), we, the undersigned voters of the City of Houston, 
-exas, under Section 9.004 of the Local Government Code, hereby petition for an election to amend the Charter 
)f the City of Houston to add the following as a separate section to our Charter to read as-follows : 
'he City of Houston shall not use photographic traffic signal enforcement systems to civilly, criminally, or 
administratively enforce any state law or City Ordinance against the owner or operator of a vehicle 
)perated in violation of a traffic control signal, specified by Section 544.007(d) of the Texas Transportation 
:ode, nor shall it collect any money from any recipient of a Notice of Violation issued, in whole or in part, 
n connection with the use of a photographic traffic signal enforcement system. 
VOTER 

:ERTIFICATE # 

	

NAME / ADDRESS 

	

BIRTHDAY 

	

SIGNATURE 

	

DATE 

005001 

Signer must be a registered voter and reside in the City of Houston and sign their name as it appears above. Please return 
original signed petitions (FAXs and copies not allowed) to Stop Red Light Cameras, 1701 Lubbock St., Houston, TX 77007. 



CITY OF HOUSTON 

To: 

	

Mayor Annise D . Parker 
City Council Member 
Via Marty Stein 

Legal Department 

	

Correspondence 

From : 

1 vỳ `j 
avid M. Feldman 

City Attorney 

Date: 

	

August 23, 2010 

Interoffice 

Subject: 

	

Red light camera citizen petition - legal 
obligations/duty of City Council; 
referendum vs. charter amendment 

This memorandum is to advise the City Council of its legal obligations upon being 
presented with a citizen petition to amend the City Charter and the report of the City 
Secretary confirming that the petition contains the minimum number of valid signatures 
of the registered voters of the City required by law. Under these circumstances, the 
obligation to call a charter amendment election is a mandatory ministerial duty, the 
performance of which is not subject to the Council tag rule for the reasons set forth 
below. 

Chapter 9 of the Texas Local Government Code, along with the Texas Election Code, 
constitutes the controlling state law in City charter amendment matters . Brown v. Blum, 
9 S.W.3d 840 (Tex .App .-- Houston [14th ] 1999, dism. w.o .j .) . The second sentence of 
Section 9.004(a) provides, in clear language, that : 

The governing body shall submit a proposed charter amendment to the 
voters for their approval at an election if the submission is supported by a 
petition signed by a number of qualified voters of the municipality equal to 
at least five percent of the number of qualified voters of the municipality or 
20,000, whichever number is the smaller. (Emphasis added) Blum at p. 
847 

A City Charter amendment petition in Houston requires only 20,000 signatures of City 
voters . It appears that you may soon receive a report from the City Secretary advising 
that her office has verified more than 20,000 signatures on the "Photographic Traffic 
Signal Enforcement System (Red Light Camera)" petition (Petition) filed with her office 
on August 9, 2010. In such event, your legislative role is no longer discretionary, but 
ministerial and is limited to adopting the ordinance ordering an election to submit the 
Charter amendment proposal relating to red light cameras to the qualified voters of the 
City . The election order is required by both the statutory and common law of this State. 
Coalson v. City Council of Victoria, 610 S.W.2d 744 (Tex . 1980); Jones v. Int'I Assn of 
Firefighters, Local Union No. 936, 601 S.W.2d 454 (Tex . App. - Corpus Christi, 1980, 
writ refd n .r.e.) . 



ny failure of the City Council to carry out its legal obligation to order the charter 
ndment election required under the circumstances stated above will subject the 
cil to an action for mandamus in the District Court . Black v. Coons, 244 S . W. 

0 (Tex. Civ . App. - Fort Worth 1922, n.w .h .) ; McCarty v. Jarvis, 96 S.W. 2d 564 
. Civ. App . - Fort Worth 1936, err . dism .) 

me in the community may contend that the Petition should be treated as an untimely 
referendum petition that, in effect, seeks the repeal of an ordinance previously enacted 
by the City Council authorizing the use of the present red light camera system . Article 
Vilb, Section 3, of the Charter requires that a referendum petition be filed with the City 
Secretary either (i) prior to the effective date of the targeted ordinance or (ii) within thirty 
(30) days after the publication of such ordinance . It is important to recognize that such 
a legal issue, if it is to be raised, would have no bearing on Council's ministerial duty 
under State law, to place the proposed Charter amendment on the ballot, as stated 
above . Rather, it is an issue that would have to be raised in the form of an election 
contest, in the event the amendment is approved by the voters 

Finally, the City Council's tag rule is a rule of procedure and cannot supersede the 
substantive law of the State discussed above. Inasmuch as August 24, 2010 is the last 
date on which an election order may be adopted by Council to place a Charter 
amendment on the ballot for the November 2, 2010 election, the tag rule may not be 
applied to this agenda item . 

cc : 

	

Marty Stein, Agenda Director 
Anna Russell, City Secretary 

























































REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
TO: Mayor via City Secretary 
SuNect: Oil and Gas Lease between City and Southern Star Exploration Category # Page 1 of 1 Agenda Item 
LLC 

FROM (Department or other point of origin) Origination Date: Agenda Date 
Houston Parks and Recreation Department August 20, 2010 AM 2 5 21, 
DIRECTOR'S SIGNATURE : Council District(s) affected : 
Joe Turner, Director ~ ~ ~~ District 13, 1 

For additional information Andy Icken, 832-393-1064 Date and Identification of prior authorizing 
contact: Robert Johnson, 832-393-8364 Council Action : 

RECOMMENDATION : (Summary) : 
Adopt ordinance approving an Oil and Gas Lease with Southern Star Exploration LLC for Herman Brown Park, 
Brock Park, parts of Maxey Park ; and the McCarty Road Service Center . 
Amount of Funding : Finance Budget: 

Revenue 

SPECIFIC EXPLANATION: 
The Administration recommends that City Council approve an Oil and Gas Lease covering Herman Brown Park 
(770 net mineral acres); Brock Park (176 net mineral acres) ; parts of Maxey Park (16 net mineral acres) ; and the 
Public Works and Engineering Department's McCarty Road Service Center (24 net mineral acres) . Principal terms 
of the Lease are: 

" Payment of approximately $200,000 to City upon signing of lease (of which amount, $154,000 is 
attributable to Herman Brown Park) ; 

" Twenty-five percent (25%) royalty on produced minerals; 
" Lease term of three years and so long thereafter as minerals are produced ; 
" No drilling operations will be from the surface of City lands - all wells into subsurface of City land will be 

directionally drilled from surface locations outside of City lands . 

The lessee, Southern Star Exploration, LLC, is an independent Wand gas company based in Houston . Southern 
Star's principals have over 30 years of experience in the oil and gas business and have been involved in drilling in 
populated urban areas . 

The terms of the Herman Brown Park deed expressly provide for right of mineral development in conjunction with 
use of land for park purposes . The Herman Brown Park deed provides that all income received by City for mineral 
leasing or revenues is to be used by the City for the purpose of equipping, maintaining, preserving and expanding 
Herman Brown Park for pubic park purposes . 

Section 253 .005 of the Texas Local Government Code authorizes a City to enter into mineral leases on land it 
owns. Section 253.005 provides : 

(a) Except as provided by Subsection (b), a municipality may lease oil, gas, or mineral land that it owns, in 
the manner and on the terms that the governing body of the municipality determines, for the benefit of the 
municipality . A lease under this section is not a sale under the law governing the sale of municipal land . 

(b) A municipality may not lease under this section a street, alley, or public square in the municipality. 
(c) A well may not be drilled in the thickly settled part of the municipality or within 200 feet of a private 

residence . 

The Development and Regulatory Affairs Committee reviewed the proposed Oil and Gas Lease on August 19, 
2010, and voted to forward the ordinance to City Council . 

Finance Director: -,-Other Authorization : Other Authorization : 

Daniel W . Krueger, Director, PW&E 



City of Houston 
Generated by the My City Application 

Disclaimer. 
The map is only for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable 
for legal, engineering, or surveying purposes and does not represent an on-the-ground 
survey and only represents the approximate relative location of property boundaries 
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