
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER – CITY HALL 2nd FLOOR – TUESDAY 
APRIL 15, 2008 - 2:00 P.M. 

 
NON-AGENDA 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1MIN.                                         1MIN.                                         1 MIN. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2MIN.                                         2MIN.                                         2 MIN. 
 
MR. LONN VASQUEZ – 1704 Webber – 77007 – 281-745-6595 – Storm drainage 
 
MR. IRA McBRIDE – 3255 Elgin – 77004 – 832-633-7008 – Neighborhood Protection Division 
 
MS. TIFFANY TRAVIS – 10060 Buffalo Speedway – 77054 – 832-687-1948 – American Heart Association 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3MIN       3MIN       3MIN 
 
MS. ADELE HAMILTON – 1943 Pleasantville – 77029 – 832-893-1596 – Money 
 
MR. JERRY RAINS – 523 W. 16th – 77008 – 281-224-9766 – City needs to enforce Code on Alley’s 
 
MR. J. V. HARRISON – 2820 Bartell – 77054 – 713-664-2541 – Inner City  
 
MR. WILLIS TABORN – 2106 Bel Arbor – 77033 – 281-222-8601 – Grievance with city – Affirmative Action 
 
MS. MARY ROSS – 2901 Clementine – 77026 – 832-883-4278 – Living in a Fire Hazardous situation  
 
MR. JOHN JOHNSON – 7102 Windemere – 77088 – 832-453-1900 – Fire Marshall Retaliation 
 
MS. LORETTA FRANK – 680 Sam Houston Pkwy South – 77042 – 832-206-0749 – Sexual Advances Fire 
     Marshall 
 
MS. MARISA TALTY – 6307 Deerwood – 77057 – 713-409-3535 – Real Estate 

PREVIOUS 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1MIN.                                         1MIN.                                         1 MIN. 
 
MR/COACH R. J. BOBBY TAYLOR - 3107 Sumpter – 77026 – 202-FA3-4511 – Behavior, Coward,  
 Conspiracy Campo Sheet Metal, Workers using People Children 
 
MS. TERRY THOMPSON – 1506 Warwick Rd. – 77093 – Not good Customer Service when calling City 
     Office 
 
MR. JOSEPH BALLARD – 6302 Rocky Nook – Humble – TX – 77396 – 281-850-0388 – Community  
 
PRESIDENT JOSEPH CHARLES - Post Office Box 524373 - 77052-4373 - 832-407-5344 – B/White W/HPD 
     - Colossal – Murder Counts – R/J Osteen – L/W – Church C-Hall – C/Assassination – O/Me 
 
MR. JOSEPH BALLARD – 6302 Rocky Nook – Humble – 77396 – 281-850-0388 - Community 
 











































REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
O: Mayor via City Secretary 

	

RCA# 7857 
Subject: Approve an Appropriation Ordinance and Approve the 
Purchase of Professional Consulting Services through the City's 
Master Agreement with the Texas Department of Information 
Resources (DIR) (C56844) 

FROM (Department or other point of origin): 
Calvin D. Wells 
City Purchasing Agent 
Administration & Requlatorv Affairs De 
DI OR' IS . 

L 
ditional information contact: 

Joseph Fenninger 

	

Phone : (713) 308-1708 
Ray DuRousseau 

	

Phone : (713) 247-1735 
RECOMMENDATION : (Summary) 
Approve an ordinance authorizing the appropriation of $225,791 .00 from the Equipment Acquisition 
Consolidated Fund (Fund 1800) and approve the purchase of professional consulting services to design and 
implement a software upgrade through the City's Master Agreement with the Texas Department of Information 
Resources (DIR) for the Neighborhood Protection Corps of the Houston Police Department. 

Award Amount : $225,791 .00 

FY08 - $225,791 .00 Equipment Acquisition Consolidated Fund (1800) WBS X-100003-001-3-01-01 

SPECIFIC EXPLANATION: 

Background 
Council Motion No. 2007-0534 was adopted on June 6, 2007, approving the Fiscal Year 2008 Equipment 
Acquisition Plan, of which $20,294,661 .00 was approved for Major Information Technology Projects . Funding 
for various projects in the plan is appropriated from the Equipment Acquisition Consolidated Fund (1800) with 
individual IT purchases . The Departments of Finance, Administration and Regulatory Affairs and Information 
Technology work closely with the Chief Technology Officers of user departments to analyze all technology 
requests to ensure that redundancy issues are addressed, standards and efficiencies are evaluated and 
purchasing priorities are established in the most logical, compatible and cost effective manner possible . 

Recommendation 
The City Purchasing Agent recommends that City Council approve an ordinance authorizing the appropriation 
of $225,791 .00 from the Equipment Acquisition Consolidated Fund (Fund 1800) . It is further requested that 
City Council approve the purchase of professional consulting services to design and implement a software 
upgrade through the City's Master Agreement with the Texas Department of Information Resources (DIR) for 
HPD's Neighborhood Protection Corps and that authorization be given to issue purchase orders to DIR's Go-
Direct Vendor SHI Government Solutions, Inc ., a certified State of Texas Historically Underutilized Business, 
for a total amount not to exceed $225,791 .00 . This purchase will cover Phase One of the project . Funding 
for Phase Two will be appropriated in FY2009 as those purchases are made. The total project cost is 
estimated at $445,791 .00 . 

The Department's Neighborhood Protection Corps (NPC) has conducted an extensive assessment to provide 
a solution for meeting the City's need to upgrade NPC's Field Operations Record Management System 
(F.O.R.M.S) . The upgrade will be completed in two phases to replicate the current functionality of F.O.R.M.S. 
by converting applications employing Microsoft Access to Microsoft Dynamics CRM 4.0. 

The first phase of the scope of work will require the vendor to provide technical services to include NPC 
database replication, migration of all NPC valid records, CRM 4.0 functionality design, user feedback 
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sessions, converting NPC's database to a Microsoft Dynamics CRM 4 .0 environment and 200 user licenses 
for City employees . 

The second phase of the scope of work will require the vendor to provide a process improvement analysis, 
system recommendation and- modifications, geospatial reporting, user recommended enhancements, project 
management, download information to four hardware devices provided by SHI Government Solutions, Inc . 
(laptops or handhelds), to be used in the field by NPC employees and provide a website that will allow 
citizens and businesses to view or download the following : 

" 

	

City Nuisance Ordinances 
" 

	

Hearing Dates 
" 

	

Pending Violations 
" 

	

Graffiti Waivers 
" 

	

Contracts for Abatement Services 
" 

	

NPC Volunteer Registration 
" 

	

Multiple Hearings in Multiple Locations Throughout the City 

The upgrade of F.O .R.M .S . will provide NPC with a system that has improved usability, reliability, 
performance, security, and efficiency by streamlining the current process . The software design will retain the 
functionality of the existing system but with a more suitable technological foundation with universally 
supportable applications executed in Microsoft Dynamics CRM . 

Buyer: Murdock Smith 



TO: Mayor via City Secretary 

	

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
S Ordinance amending Chapter 11, Article III of the Code o 
Ordinances, Houston, Texas, relating to Burglar Alarms, Holdup Alarms 
and other Similar Alarm Systems. 

FROM (Department or other point of origin) : 
Houston Police Department 
DIRECTOR'S SIGNATURE : 

Harold L . Hurtt, Chief of Police 
For additional information contact : 
Michael Dirden, Asst . Chief, HPD) 

	

Phone : 713 .308 .1 590 
Salima Pirmohamed [ARAI 

	

Phone : 713 .837 .9583 

[ l Other (Specify) 

Amount of Funding : 

	

Not applicable 

	

f F & A Budget : 

SPECIFIC EXPLANATIO 

Category 
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April 10, 2008 
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[ ] General Fund 

	

[ ) Grant Fund 

	

[ l Enterprise Fund 

Agenda Item 

RECOMMENDATION: (Summary) 
That Council adopt an ordinance amending Chapter 11, Article III of the Code of Ordinances, Houston, Texas, 
relating to Burglar Alarms, Holdup Alarms and other Similar Alarm Systems . 

The purpose of this ordinance is to decrease the subsidy being paid by all taxpayers for people with repetitive 
false alarms . In FY2007, the Houston Police Department received in excess of 154,000 panic and burglar alarm 
calls for service and dispatched patrol units to respond to 90,184 of such calls. Approximately 95% proved to be 
false alarms. The cost of responding to alarm calls for service in FY2007 was approximately $11 .8 million dollars 
and exceeded the City's total annual revenues in that fiscal year ($7.99 million dollars) derived from permit fees 
and penalties associated with burglar, panic, holdup and similar alarm systems. Responding to permitted alarm 
system calls accounts for a high percentage of all of the department's calls for service. 

Changes in State law adopted by the 2005 Texas Legislature have made it possible to address the longstanding 
false alarm problem. That problem is repetitive false alarms, which are currently subsidized by all taxpayers in the 
form of wasted HPD resources responding to these false alarms . The goal is using HPD's resources more 
efficiently . The proposed ordinance entirely replaces the burglar, panic and similar alarm provisions that now 
exist in City Code . The new provisions increase alarm fees and penalties within ranges approved by the Texas 
Legislature and make further adjustments consistent with State law, such as the number of allowed free false 
burglar alarms, permit revocation standards and alarm verification requirements . 

The ordinance seeks to 1) decrease the taxpayer subsidy for those who have repetitive false alarms, 2) 
encourage alarm users to get permits by keeping permit fees relatively low and imposing financial penalties and 
"non-response status" for failure to obtain a required permit, 3) establish duties and responsibilities for proper 
installation, maintenance and operation of the alarm system, 4) increase false alarm penalties to encourage 
proper maintenance and operation of the alarm systems, 5) establish notice and contact information to assist in 
police response to alarm system notifications, 6) strengthen permit revocation procedures and tighten some 
permit application requirements, and 7) address alarm permitting and false alarms in apartment complexes and 
other multi-unit housing facilities . 

In addition the ordinance transfers administrative duties such as permit application, billing, collections, 
revocations and appeals to the Administration and Regulatory Affairs Department (ARA). HPD will remain 
primarily responsible for responding to alarm calls and enforcement. ARA will work closely with HPD to 
accomplish the goals and purposes of the ordinance . 

Other'Authorizatin : 

Alfred. J . Moran, Director 
Administration & Regulatory Affairs 

Other Authorization : Other Authorization : 
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$3 0 
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$15 
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$2()() 
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(01 - 11() 
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Burglar Alarm-With Permit 

Panic Alarm-No Permit 

	

1 

	

$160 

	

I 

	

$400 

	

I 

	

$160 

Panic Alarm-With Permi 

Chapter 11, Article III, Summary of Fee and Penalty Changes 

PERMIT REVOCATION 

Non-Payment of fees/penalties 
within 

CURRENT I PROPOSEI) I CURRENT I PROPOSED 

I st-5 th Free 

	

4th-5 t " $50 

	

lst-5th Free 
6th & Up $50 

	

6t''-7t', $75 

	

6t'' & Up $50 
B it, & Lip $100 

1 st Free 
2nd & Up $160 

RESIDENTIAL ( NON-RESIDENTIAL 

-3rd Free 

1" Free 
"" $100 
3" $200 
4" $300 
5"' & Up $400 

1" Free 
2nd & Up $160 

St-'Id Free 
" , -5" , $50 

6a,-7t" $75 
8 t"&Up$100 

$500 

l" Free 
`' $200 
$400 

t' 1 &. Up $500 

an Burglar Alarm Permit revoked for 
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More 
false 

th 
alarms 

7 
in 

	

9 false alarms in 

	

More 
tulse alarms 

7 
in excessive false alarms 

	

12 months 

	

12 months 

	

12 months 

	

12 months 

3 in l inoiltli 

	

3 ill 1 month 
Panic Alarm Permit revoked for 

	

9 false alarms in 

	

4 in 3 months 

	

9 false alarms in 

	

4 in 3 months 
excessive false alarms 

	

12 months 

	

5 in 6 inowlis 

	

12 months 

	

5 in 6 months 
6 in 12 months 

	

6 in l2 months 

60 days 

	

1 

	

60 dati-s 

	

1 

	

60 days 

	

( 

	

60 days 
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City of Houston, Texas, Ordinance No. 2008-, 

APPR 16 2008 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 11 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, 
HOUSTON, TEXAS, RELATING TO BURGLAR ALARMS, PANIC, HOLDUP AND 
SIMILAR ALARM SYSTEMS; CONTAINING FINDINGS AND OTHER PROVISIONS 
RELATING TO THE FOREGOING SUBJECT; PROVIDING FOR CIVIL FEES AND 
PENALTIES AND CRIMINAL PENALTIES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE ; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, in FY2007, the Houston Police Department received in excess of 
154,000 panic and burglar alarm calls for service and dispatched patrol units in response 
to more than 90,184 of such calls, approximately 95% of which proved to be false alarms; 
and 

WHEREAS, the cost of responding to alarm calls for service in FY2007 was 
approximately $11 .8 million dollars and exceeded the City's total annual revenues in that 
fiscal year ($7.99 million dollars) derived from permit fees and penalties associated with 
burglar, panic, holdup and similar alarm systems; and 

WHEREAS, the number of false alarms responded to by Police Department 
personnel has remained unabated over the past several years; and 

WHEREAS, statistics obtained from other local governments indicate that false 
alarms from burglar and panic or holdup alarm systems typically range from 90 to 98% of 
all alarm calls for service received ; and 

WHEREAS, the City desires to reduce the number of false alarm notifications by 
encouraging the proper installation, operation and maintenance of alarm systems by both 
the owners and users of such systems and the companies that sell, install and monitor 
them ; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to implement measures designed to reduce the 
number of false alarms and the police department responses to such alarms, increase the 
number of alarm systems permitted by the City to more effectively monitor and respond to 
criminal activity and to recover costs associated with alarm regulation and false alarms as 
much as possible to minimize waste and maximize efficient utilization of available Police 
Department and HEC resources ; NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOUSTON, TEXAS : 

Section 1 . 

	

That the findings set forth in the preamble of this Ordinance are 

determined to be true and correct and are hereby adopted. 
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Section 2. 

	

That Article III of Chapter 11 of the Code of Ordinances, Houston, 

Texas, is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows : 

"ARTICLE 111 . BURGLAR ALARMS, PANIC ALARMS 
AND OTHER SIMILAR ALARM SYSTEMS 

Sec. 11-50. Application; purpose. 

It is the purpose of this article to: 

(1) 

	

Regulate the activities and establish the responsibilities of 
persons who purchase, rent, operate or use an alarm system 
subject to this article and, to the full extent permitted by Texas 
law, persons who engage in the business of selling, leasing, 
renting, installing, maintaining or monitoring such alarm 
systems pursuant to a permit or license issued by the State of 
Texas ; and 

(2) 

	

Promote the improved reliability of alarm systems governed by 
this article to ensure that police department and HEC 
personnel will not be unduly diverted from responding to actual 
criminal activity as a result of responding to false alarms . 

This article is intended to specifically encompass ̀ burglar alarms,' 
'holdup alarms,' and 'panic alarms,' whether audible or inaudible (silent), and 
other such alarm systems, but not audible alarms affixed to motor vehicles, 
personal emergency response system alarms, or fire alarms . 

Sec . 11-51 . Definitions . 

In this article, unless the context clearly otherwise requires: 

Activate means the completion of all steps necessary to render 
an alarm system capable of carrying out its intended function of 
producing an alarm notification under appropriate circumstances . 

Alarm notification means the receipt of notice transmitted to 
HEC or the police department that an alarm signal has been detected 
and that a police department response is being requested . 
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Alarm permit means a certificate issued by the department 
pursuant to this article authorizing a person to operate or use an alarm 
system in accordance with this article . 

Alarm signal means the transmission of a signal, whether by 
electronic or other means, by an alarm system to an alarm systems 
company in response to an incident at the alarm site of the type the 
alarm system was designed or intended to detect . 

Alarm site means the single fixed premises or location where 
an alarm system is operated, used, installed or rendered capable of 
being activated . 

Alarm subscriber means a person who directly or through 
another person contracts with an alarm systems company. Each 
alarm subscriber is deemed to be a person who operates or uses, 
causes or allows the operation or use of the alarm system and will be 
liable for the payment of permit fees, fines or penalties, or the 
performance of other duties and responsibilities as provided in this 
article . 

Alarm system means any mechanical, electrical, electronic or 
radio-controlled alarm device or equipment designed to or that does 
emit or transmit an alarm signal that is designed or intended to 
produce an alarm notification. Alarm system includes, but is not 
limited to, silent, audible, panic, holdup, burglar and local alarm 
systems . The term does not include a personal emergency response 
system alarm, a fire alarm system designed solely to detect fire or 
smoke or an alarm installed in a motor vehicle solely to prevent theft 
of the vehicle . 

Alarm systems company means any person who engages in 
the business of monitoring, selling, leasing, renting, maintaining, 
servicing, repairing, altering, replacing, or installing alarm systems or 
rendering such systems capable of generating an alarm signal. 

Applicant means a person who makes application to the 
department to obtain an alarm permit and will be liable for the 
payment of permit fees, fines or penalties, or the performance of other 
duties and responsibilities as provided in this article . The term does 
not include a person who merely fills out an application for another 
person . 
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Automatic dialer or automatic dialing device means any 
electrical, electronic, mechanical or other device capable of being 
programmed to send an alarm notification in the form of a prerecorded 
voice message to the police department or HEC over a telephone line, 
radio or other communication system when an alarm signal is 
generated . 

Burglar alarm system means an alarm system designed to 
detect an attempted or actual unauthorized entry into the alarm site 
and transmit a signal to an alarm systems company for the purpose 
of generating an alarm notification . 

Common cause means a technical difficulty or malfunction that 
causes an alarm system to generate a series of two or more false 
alarms. 

Deactivate means to disconnect or render an alarm system 
disabled so as to prevent any possibility that the alarm system will 
generate an alarm signal . 

Department means the department of administration and 
regulatory affairs . 

Directormeans the director of the department or his designee . 

False alarm means an alarm notification generated when an 
emergency of the kind for which the alarm system was designed did 
not in fact exist and a response is made by the police department 
within thirty minutes of the alarm notification and the police 
department determines from an inspection of the interior or exterior of 
the premises that the alarm was false . A false alarm is deemed to 
have occurred at the moment HEC receives the alarm notification . 

Houston Emergency Center or HEC means the city's 
emergency response communications center and any employee of 
such center assigned to perform any duty prescribed by this article. 

Individual facility means, in the context of a multi-unit housing 
facility, each unoccupied individual residential unit (including an 
apartment unit), office, storage room, utility room, shop, game room, 
exercise room, laundry room, hallway, vending area, lobby or similar 
non-residential facility . 
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Local alarm system means an alarm system designed and 
operated to generate audible or visual alarm signals at the alarm site 
when activated . 

Multi-unit housing facility means a residential multi-unit 
apartment complex, town homes, condominiums, or similar housing 
facilities. 

Non-permitted alarm system means an alarm system for which 
no valid alarm permit has been issued. 

Non-residential alarm site means an alarm site that is not a 
`residential alarm site' as defined by this section . 

Panic or holdup alarm system means an alarm system that, 
when manually triggered by a person at the alarm site, generates an 
alarm signal indicating a holdup or other life-threatening emergency 
requiring a police department response . 

Permit holder means a person to whom an alarm permit has 
been issued . The permit holder shall at all times be deemed a 
person-in-control of the alarm site . 

Person shall have the meaning set forth in section 1-2 of this 
Code but shall not include the city or any of its departments . 

Person-in-control means a person holding an alarm permit or 
a person who owns, leases, possesses, resides at, or manages any 
part of the alarm site . 

Police chief means the chief of the police department, or his 
designee or any employee of the police department assigned by the 
police chief to perform any duties prescribed by this article. 

Police department means the city police department . 

Residential alarm site means an alarm site used solely for 
residential purposes, including an occupied apartment or other 
residential unit located in a multi-unit housing facility . Each occupied 
apartment or other individual residential unit in which an alarm system 
is operated, used, installed, or placed shall be a separate residential 
alarm site . All other alarm sites are non-residential. 
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Verify an alarm signal means to attempt to contact the alarm 
site and alarm subscriber or other person-in-control of the alarm site 
by telephone calls of at least six rings each to two separate telephone 
numbers, regardless of whether actual contact with an individual is 
made, to determine whether an alarm signal is valid . 

Sec. 11-52. 

	

Alarm permit required ; violation ; penalty . 

(a) It is unlawful for any person to operate or use, cause or allow the 
operation or use of an alarm system unless a valid alarm permit is in effect 
for that alarm system . 

(b) Non-permitted alarm system. All duties and responsibilities forthe 
use or operation of a non-permitted alarm system at an alarm site and the 
obligation to pay all fines, penalties and other amounts authorized in this 
article in connection with such system shall be imposed, jointly and severally, 
on the alarm subscriber and any person-in-control at the alarm site . 

(c) Separate alarm permit required. Each alarm system must have 
a separate alarm permit . An alarm system may not be operated, used, 
installed or monitored to protect more than one alarm site . 

Sec. 11-53. 

	

No duty created . 

The issuance of an alarm permit authorizing the use of an alarm 
system shall not create any duty or liability on the part of the city or 
guarantee any police department or other response from the city . Nothing 
in this article shall be construed to waive the city's governmental immunity 
from suit or from liability . 

Sec . 11-54. 

	

Right to inspect. 

The police chief shall have the right to inspect any alarm system at an 
alarm site at any reasonable time to determine whether it is being used in 
conformity with this article . 

Sec. 11-55. 

	

Police response to alarm notification . 

(a) Policy. Any police department response to an alarm notification 
shall be governed by the provisions of this section and the rules and 
regulations, as applicable, promulgated by the police chief pursuant to 
section 11-76 of this Code. 
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(b) Non-permitted alarm systems. The police chief may refuse to 
respond to an alarm notification from a burglar alarm system that according 
to department records does not have a current and valid alarm permit. 

(c) Information to be provided by alarm systems company. An alarm 
systems company shall provide an alarm subscriber with information 
concerning the police department's policy regarding whether or not the police 
department will respond to an alarm notification from a system that according 
to department records does not have a current and valid alarm permit . The 
police chief will make available to an alarm systems company a copy of such 
police department policy upon written request. 

Sec. 11-56. 

	

Disclosure of alarm permits. 

The director shall maintain a complete record of all alarm systems 
installed or capable of being activated in the city, based upon the reports 
required to be provided by alarm companies pursuant to Section 
1702.286(b), Texas Occupations Code, or information regarding such alarm 
systems derived from other sources. 

Sec. 11-57. Alarm system companies ; duty to maintain and provide 
records . 

(a) Records to be provided. 

	

It shall be the duty of each alarm 
systems company to maintain a record of all alarm systems the company has 
installed or rendered capable of being activated in the city, as required by 
Section 1702.286(b), Texas Occupations Code. The records required to be 
maintained by this subsection shall be maintained for at least two years from 
the date of their creation and shall be available for inspection and duplication 
upon demand by the police chief or director . At the discretion of the police 
chief or director, any such request may be made electronically, in writing, or 
by personal delivery to an alarm systems company. 

(b) Periodic reports to be provided. A true and correct list of all alarm 
systems installed, rendered capable of being activated, maintained or 
monitored in the city by an alarm systems company shall be provided to the 
police chief and director annually, or more frequently if requested by the 
police chief or director. Such list shall be provided in an electronic or other 
format as may be required by the police chief or director . 

(c) 

	

Violation; penalty. A person who violates any provision of this 
section is guilty of a separate offense for each day or portion of a day during 
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which the violation is committed, continued or permitted . Each offense is 
punishable as provided in section 11-74 of this Code. 

Sec. 11-58. 

	

Alarm systems in multi-unit housing facilities. 

(a) Residential alarm sites. The lessee, tenant or other adult 
occupant lawfully residing in the individual residential unit shall apply for and, 
upon approval by the department, be issued a residential alarm permit . The 
alarm permit application shall provide, in addition to other requirements in this 
article, the name and contact information such as telephone number or email 
address of a representative of the multi-unit housing facility owner or property 
manager who will grant access to the alarm site in the absence of the permit 
holder . 

(b) Non-residential alarm sites. Areas of the multi-unit housing facility 
other than occupied individual residential units in which an alarm system is 
operated, used, installed or placed shall constitute one or more separate 
non-residential alarm sites, and the following provisions shall apply: 

(1) 

	

Individual facility. Each individual facility shall be a separate 
non-residential alarm site, requiring a separate alarm permit, 
separate alarm system monitoring, and payment of the alarm 
permit fee required by this article, except as otherwise 
specifically provided in any applicable policies and procedures 
established pursuant to section 11-76 of this Code . 

(2) 

	

Identification of facility. Each individual facility shall be clearly 
identified and designated by a unique individual facility number 
by the applicant in the alarm permit application, and the 
applicant shall attach a corresponding map or diagram of the 
premises showing the location of each such facility . 

(3) 

	

Visible markings . Each individual facility shall be clearly and 
visibly marked and identified with its individual facility number 
at the physical premises. 

(4) 

	

Separate monitoring of facilities . Each individual facility shall 
be separately monitored by the alarm systems company to 
ensure that the individual facility where an alarm system may 
be triggered can be readily identified. 

(5) 

	

Information required. An alarm notification to the police 
department shall include the individual facility number . 
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Sec. 11-59. Alarm permit--Application . 

(a) Application for an alarm permit shall be made to the department 
in a format designated by the directorforthat purpose . Each application shall 
be set forth : 

(1) 

	

Applicant. The name, address, telephone number(s), email 
address, social security number, federal employee 
identification number, state sales tax number, corporate charter 
number, and state driver's license number of the applicant, as 
applicable . An applicant who is an individual who does not 
have a valid Texas driver's license must provide his social 
security number. 

(2) 

	

Alarm subscriber. If different from the applicant, the name, 
address, telephone number(s), email address, social security 
number, federal employee identification number, state sales 
tax number, corporate charter number, and state driver's 
license number of the alarm subscriber, as applicable. 

(3) 

	

Assumed names, other entity names. Copies of the assumed 
name registration if the alarm site will be operated under an 
assumed name; the partnership registration, if any, and the 
names and addresses of all general partners if the applicant is 
a partnership ; or a copy of the alarm subscriber's the Texas 
corporate charter or, if the alarm subscriber is a foreign 
corporation, a copy of the corporation's certificate of authority 
to do business in Texas, along with the names and addresses 
of all officers of the corporation and the corporation's registered 
agent. 

(4) 

	

Alarm site . The street address of the alarm site at which the 
alarm system is or will be installed, placed, operated or used, 
including the particular suite, apartment number, unit number, 
or other similar occupancy number(s) or designation(s), if 
applicable, and a statement specifying whether the premises 
is used solely for residential or non-residential purposes. 

(5) 

	

Business names. Any business names used forthe alarm site . 

(6) 

	

Alarm system. A description of the alarm system to be 
permitted and the type of alarm system . 



K:\ORD\gcd07050 

- 1 0- 

(7) 

	

Alarm system installer. The name, address, Texas Department 
of Public Safety/Texas Private Security Bureau license number 
and type, and telephone number of the alarm systems 
company that has installed or will install and activate the alarm 
system . 

(8) Alarm systems company. The name, address, Texas 
Department of Public Safety / Texas Private Security Bureau 
license number and type, and telephone number of the alarm 
systems company or other person that will monitor the alarm 
system . 

(9) 

	

Contact information. In addition to the applicant information : 

a . 

	

The names and telephone numbers of two individuals, 
or the name and local telephone number of an alarm 
systems company that is able to and has agreed to : 

[1] 

	

Receive an alarm notification at any time; 

[2] 

	

Come to the alarm site within one hour after 
receiving a request from a member of the police 
department to do so; and 

[3] 

	

Grant access to the alarm site and to deactivate 
the alarm system if necessary; or 

b . 

	

The name and telephone number of an alarm systems 
company that is able to and has agreed to receive calls 
at any time and to give the police department and the 
director the names of individuals listed with that 
company as set out below if: 

[1] 

	

The applicant has given the alarm systems 
company the names and local telephone 
numbers of two individuals who are able and 
have agreed to receive alarm notification at any 
time ; to come to the alarm site within one hour 
after receiving a request from a member of the 
police department to do so; and to grant access 
to the alarm site and to deactivate the alarm 
system if necessary ; and 
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[2] 

	

The applicant has authorized the alarm systems 
company to provide the names and telephone 
numbers of those two individuals to the chief of 
police and director whenever the police chief or 
director has requested that information in order 
to obtain assistance after an alarm system has 
been activated. 

(10) 

	

No unpaid fees. A statement that all fees and penalties due 
and owing to the city under this article by the alarm subscriber, 
the applicant and its partners, officers, owners and other 
principals have been paid . 

(11) 

	

Occupants--single family residence. 

	

If the alarm site is a 
single-family residential dwelling, the names of all residents 
over the age of 18 who reside at such dwelling and their 
relationship to the applicant . 

(12) 

	

Compliance statement. A statement that within the 12 months 
preceding the date the alarm permit will be issued, there has 
been no denied application for an alarm permit, denied renewal 
or revocation of any alarm permit, or penalty imposed for 
operation of an alarm system without an alarm permit that is 
connected to the alarm site, the alarm system, the alarm 
subscriber, the applicant, any person-in-control of the alarm 
site, or a person described in item (10) of this subsection . 

(13) 

	

Other required information. 

	

Such other information as the 
police chief and the director in their discretion, individually or 
jointly, determine to be reasonably necessary. 

(b) Signature required. The application shall be signed by an owner, 
officer, or partner of the applicant if the applicant is not an individual, or by 
the individual applicant, acknowledging that he has read the application, 
affirming the correctness and accuracy of the information given on the 
application, and authorizing the release to the department of information 
specified in subsection (a) of this section . 

(c) Issuance of alarm permit. The director shall issue an alarm permit 
upon submission of an application that fully complies with this article and the 
alarm permit fee ; provided that the application shall be denied and no alarm 
permit shall be issued if the director finds that : 
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(1) Any statement made in the application is incomplete, 
misleading, or false; 

(2) 

	

The application truthfully states matters sufficient to deny the 
alarm permit application ; 

(3) The applicant, its partners, officers, owners and other 
principals have not paid to the city all fees and penalties due 
under this article; or 

(4) 

	

The alarm system installed at the alarm site has, or is of the 
type that has had a history of unreliability . 

Sec. 11-60. Same--Amendments to application. 

The permit holder has an affirmative duty to promptly submit updated 
alarm permit application information to the department in writing when any 
information contained in or relevant to the alarm permit application has 
changed or is out of date . In all circumstances, the updated information must 
be provided not later than 15 days after the information changed or became 
out of date. Submission of updated alarm permit application information shall 
not prevent revocation, termination, denial of application or renewal, or other 
remedy authorized by this article . 

Sec. 11-61 . Same--Term ; expiration ; renewal. 

(a) Term of alarm permit. Each alarm permit shall be valid for a 12-
month period from the date of issuance stated on the alarm permit. 

(b) Notice of expiration . The department shall give at least 30 days 
written notice to the permit holder of the expiration date of an alarm permit . 
A completed renewal application shall be filed with the director along with the 
renewal fee, not less than 10 business days before expiration of the alarm 
permit . A renewal alarm permit shall be issued for the 12-month period 
following the date of renewal . 

(c) Grounds for denial or renewal of alarm permit. The director shall 
deny the renewal application for any of the reasons set forth in section 11-
70(a) of this Code. 

(d) New alarm permit required. If the alarm permit is not renewed as 
of the expiration date, then a new alarm permit must be applied for and 
obtained as provided in this article. Upon expiration of an alarm permit that 
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is not renewed, the provisions of section 11-68(d) of this Code regarding 
penalties for non-permitted alarm systems shall apply until a new alarm 
permit is issued. 

Sec. 11-62 . Same--Fees . 

(a) Residential alarm site . The fee for a new or renewal alarm permit 
for a residential alarm site shall be $30.00 for a burglar alarm system and 
$30.00 for a holdup or panic alarm system. 

(b) Non-residential alarm site . The fee for a new or renewal alarm 
permit for a non-residential alarm site shall be $70.00 for a burglar alarm 
system and $70.00 for a holdup or panic alarm system . 

(c) No refund. No refund of any fee paid pursuant to this article shall 
be made by the city for any reason except as follows: 

(1) 

	

Duplicate payments; 

(2) 

	

Payments clearly intended for another purpose; or 

(3) 

	

Payments submitted for alarm systems located outside the city 
limits . 

Sec. 11-63. 

	

Same--Nontransferable; re-application required following 
revocation or termination. 

(a) Alarm permits non-transferable . Alarm permits are not 
transferable to any other person, premises, alarm system or alarm 
subscriber . Each alarm permit shall be valid only for the permit holder, alarm 
site and alarm system as they existed when the alarm permit was originally 
issued, and the alarm permit shall terminate immediately upon change of any 
such items or persons . If the permit holder voluntarily or involuntarily ceases 
to have ownership, leasehold, possession or management rights to the alarm 
site, or upon revocation or expiration of the alarm permit, the alarm permit 
shall terminate, and a new alarm permit must be applied for and a new alarm 
permit fee paid as required by this article . 

(b) Effect of termination of alarm permit. Upon termination of the 
alarm permit and before a new alarm permit is issued for that alarm site, the 
provisions of this article concerning a non-permitted alarm system shall 
apply. 
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(c) Liability of permit holder. If the permit holder fails to deliver written 
notice of the cessation of the permit holder's rights in the alarm site to the 
department at least 30 days prior to such cessation of rights, he shall remain 
liable as if he were a person-in-control of the alarm site, for all subsequent 
fees and penalties, jointly and severally with any other persons liable as 
provided in this article, until a new alarm permit is issued for an alarm system 
at the alarm site . 

Sec . 11-64. 

	

Duties of permit holder. 

The permit holder shall: 

(1) 

	

Ensure that as set forth under section 11-59(a)(9) of this Code, 
the individuals or the alarm systems company listed with the 
police department and the director, and the individuals listed 
with the alarm systems company have agreed and are able to : 

a. 

	

Receive an alarm signal at any time; 

b. 

	

Come to the alarm site within one hour after receiving a 
request from the police department to do so; and 

c. 

	

Grant access to the alarm site and, if necessary, 
deactivate the alarm system . 

(2) 

	

Train all persons who may operate or use the alarm system in 
the proper operation or use of the alarm system . 

(3) 

	

Pay when due all fees and penalties associated with the alarm 
permit and the operation or use of, including the generation of 
any false alarm signal from, the alarm system . 

(4) 

	

Maintain the alarm site in a manner that ensures proper 
operation or use of the alarm system . 

(5) 

	

Maintain or cause to be maintained the alarm system in a 
manner that will minimize the occurrence of false alarms. 

(6) 

	

Respond or cause a representative to respond within a 
reasonable period of time when notified by the police 
department to repair a malfunctioning alarm system, to provide 
access to the alarm site, or to provide security for the alarm 
site . 

- 14- 
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(7) 

	

Ensure that the alarm system is not manually triggered for any 
reason other than an occurrence of an event that the alarm 
system was intended to report . 

(8) 

	

Maintain at the alarm site a complete set of written instructions 
for the alarm system, excluding any special codes, 
combinations, or passwords . 

(9) 

	

At least 30 days prior to relinquishing control of the alarm site, 
deliver written notice of cancellation of the alarm permit to the 
department . 

(10) 

	

Upon the giving of written notice of the cancellation of his alarm 
permit to the department, or upon receipt of notice from the 
director that his alarm permit has been terminated, revoked or 
otherwise has become invalid under this article, immediately 
notify the following persons that it is unlawful to operate or use 
the alarm system, or to cause or allow it to be operated or used 
until a new alarm permit has been applied for and issued by 
the department : 

a. 

	

Persons-in-control of the alarm site ; 

b. 

	

Persons who will be in control of the alarm site after the 
permit holder's relinquishment of control ; 

c. 

	

The alarm subscriber ; and 

d. 

	

The alarm systems company. 

(11) 

	

Keep the alarm permit at the alarm site and produce the alarm 
permit for inspection upon the request of the police chief or the 
director . 

(12) 

	

Promptly give updated alarm permit application information to 
the department in writing when any information contained in or 
relevant to the alarm permit application has changed or is out 
of date . The updated information in all circumstances must be 
provided within 15 days after the information changed or 
became out of date . 
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(13) 

	

Comply with all requirements of this article and applicable city 
and police department policies, procedures, standards and 
regulations . 

Sec. 11-65. 

	

Duty of person notified by police department to provide 
access to premises. 

Any person who is notified by a member of the police department that 
an alarm signal has been received from an alarm system and who is able to 
give access to the alarm site shall come to the alarm site within one hour of 
the time such person is notified of such signal and shall provide the police 
department any necessary access or assistance. 

Sec. 11-66 . Other requirements for operation of alarm systems ; 
prohibitions . 

No person shall install or cause or allow to be installed and no person 
shall operate or use or cause or allow the operation or use of any alarm 
system unless all of the following requirements are met: 

(1) 

	

An alarm system that can be activated as a result of more than 
one type of emergency situation shall generate a unique alarm 
signal to designate that it has been triggered as a result of a 
holdup, a burglary, or any other different type of emergency 
situation to ensure that the proper alarm notification and a 
proper response, if any, can be made . 

(2) 

	

A local alarm shall have an automatic 30-minute shutoff from 
the time it generates an alarm signal and must not sound 
similar to a siren, an emergency vehicle, or a civil defense 
warning system . For purposes of this subsection, any alarm 
system that emits any variable tone (as opposed to a steady 
pitch or a ringing sound as is made by a bell) shall be 
considered to be emitting a sound that is similar to a siren, an 
emergency vehicle, or a civil defense warning system. 

(3) 

	

No holdup alarm shall include a money clip, pressure pad, or 
similar device that can cause the alarm system to be triggered 
inadvertently and shall be designed to ensure that it may be 
triggered only by deliberate human action . 

(4) 

	

No person shall use or permit the use of an automatic dialer or 
automatic dialing device. 
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Sec. 11-67. 

	

False alarm signals prohibited ; exceptions. 

(a) No person shall intentionally or knowingly cause an alarm system 
to be triggered for any purpose other than an emergency or threat of 
emergency of the kind for which the alarm system was designed to give 
notice ; provided, however, it shall be an affirmative defense to prosecution 
under this subsection that the alarm system was triggered solely for the 
purpose of testing the alarm system and the person who tested the alarm 
system was duly licensed under Chapter 1702 Texas Occupations Code and 
took reasonable precautions to avoid any alarm notification being sent to the 
police department. 

(b) This section shall not be deemed to apply to conduct prohibited 
by Chapter 42 .06 of the Texas Penal Code, as presently enacted or 
subsequently amended . 

Sec. 11-68 . Penalties for false alarms and non-permitted alarms ; 
collection fees ; hearing on false or non-permitted alarm 
determination . 

(a) False alarm. For a burglar alarm system, the permit holder will be 
charged a penalty based on the following table for each false alarm, provided 
a response is made by the police department to the alarm site within 30 
minutes of the alarm notification, in excess of three during the preceding 12-
month period : 

False Alarm 

	

Penalty 
4th false alarm . . . . . . . . 

	

$50.00 
5'h false alarm . . . . . . . . 

	

$50.00 
6`h false alarm . . . . . . . . 

	

$75.00 
7` h false alarm. . . . . . . . 

	

$75.00 
8`h false alarm . . . . . . . . 

	

$100.00 
Each additional . . . . . . 

	

$100.00 

(b) False residential panic or holdup alarm. For a residential alarm 
site, the permit holder of a panic or holdup alarm system will be charged a 
penalty based on the following table for each false panic or holdup alarm in 
excess of one during the preceding 12-month period : 

False Alarm 

	

Penalty 2nd false alarm . . . . . . . . 

	

$100.00 
3`d false alarm . . . . . . . . 

	

$200.00 
4`h false alarm . . . . . . . . 

	

$300.00 
5`h false alarm. . . . . . . . 

	

$400.00 
Each additional . . . . . . 

	

$400.00 
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(c) False non-residential panic orholdup alarm. For a non-residential 
alarm site, the permit holder of a panic or holdup alarm system will be 
charged a penalty based on the following table for each false panic or holdup 
alarm in excess of one during the preceding 12-month period : 

False Alarm 

	

Penalty 2nd false alarm . . . . . . . . 

	

$200.00 
3rd false alarm . . . . . . . . 

	

$400.00 4th false alarm . . . . . . . . 

	

$500.00 
5 th false alarm . . . . . . . . 

	

$500.00 
Each additional . . . . . . 

	

$500.00 

(d) Alarm generated by a non-permitted alarm system. If HEC or the 
police department receives an alarm notification, regardless of whether the 
alarm is false, from an alarm system that does not have a valid alarm permit, 
the alarm subscriber and the persons-in-control of any portion of the alarm 
site shall be charged a penalty for each such alarm notification and shall be 
jointly and severally liable to the city for payment thereof. The penalty 
amount will be determined based on the type of alarm notification received: 

(1) 

	

Residential burglar alarm system : $100 .00 for each alarm 
notification . 

(2) 

	

Non-residential burglar alarm system : $200.00 for each alarm 
notification . 

(3) 

	

Residential panic or holdup alarm system : $400.00 for each 
alarm notification . 

(4) 

	

Non-residential panic or holdup alarm system : $500 .00 for 
each alarm notification . 

(e) Notice. A notice of each false alarm or alarm generated by a non-
permitted alarm system shall be mailed to the permit holder by the director, 
or to any general addressee at the alarm site address if there is no valid 
alarm permit, within 30 days from the date of the alarm . The notice shall 
include : 

(1) 

	

The date of the alarm ; and 

(2) 

	

The address of the alarm site, and if the alarm site is a multi-
unit housing facility, the identification of the individual facility 
where the false alarm occurred . 

- 18- 
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Except for collection fees added pursuant to subsection (I) of this 
section, all fees and penalties assessed under this section shall be paid to 
the department within 30 days following the date that the city places the false 
or non-permitted alarm notice in the mail, unless a hearing has been timely 
requested under subsection (f) of this section . 

(f) Hearing on false or non-permitted alarm. If the permit holder, or 
an alarm subscriber or other person-in-control if there is no valid alarm 
permit, disputes any part of the false or non-permitted alarm notice, such 
person (appellant) must mail or deliver a written statement to the director 
requesting a hearing . The request for hearing must be received by the 
director not later than the 30th day following the date that the city places the 
false or non-permitted alarm notice in the mail . 

(g) Purpose of hearing. 

	

The sole purpose of the hearing set out in 
the preceding subsection shall be to ascertain whether the disputed alarm 
was false or generated by a non-permitted alarm system . The request for 
hearing shall specify facts and have documents and records attached that 
prove the alarm was not false or generated by a non-permitted alarm system . 

(h) Rules and procedures forhearing. Hearings shall be conducted 
in accordance with the rules established for that purpose by the director . The 
proceedings shall be informal . Without limitation of other provisions that 
may be established in such rules, the records generated by the police 
department personnel who responded to the alarm shall be admissible as 
proof of their contents, and the police department personnel who responded 
shall not be required to testify at the hearing . 

(i) Authority of director. The director shall have the discretion at any 
time prior to the hearing to reverse a determination that an alarm was false 
or generated by a non-permitted alarm system if the records clearly establish 
the alarm was not in fact false or generated by a non-permitted alarm 
system . 

(j) Burden of proof. At the hearing, the burden shall be upon the 
appellant to demonstrate by a preponderance of the evidence that the alarm 
was not false or generated by a non-permitted alarm system. 

(k) Final decision. The decision of the hearing officer shall be final, 
and fees and penalties assessed, if applicable, shall be paid within 15 days 
following the date that notice of the decision is mailed to the appellant . 
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(I) Collection fee. A collection fee of 30 percent of the false alarm 
penalty amount shall be added to each false alarm penalty assessed under 
this section if the false alarm penalty remains unpaid on the 61 st day after it 
is due. Collection fees are due and payable on the day they are added to the 
false alarm penalty . 

Sec. 11-69. 

	

Common cause for a series of false alarms. 

(a) In general. Notwithstanding other provisions in this article to the 
contrary, false alarms of an alarm system may be accounted for as provided 
in this section to the extent the false alarms are attributable to a common 
cause. 

(b) Establishment of common cause; conditions. A series of false 
alarms shall be deemed as originating from a common cause and counted 
as one false alarm if all of the following conditions are met: 

(1) 

	

The series of false alarms occurs within a seventy-two hour 
period ; 

(2) 

	

The alarm system has a valid alarm permit at the time of the 
false alarms; 

(3) 

	

The cause of the series of false alarms is repaired before it 
generates additional false alarms ; 

(4) 

	

Within 15 days after the end of the 72 hour common cause 
period, an alarm systems company duly licensed under 
Chapter 1702 of the Texas Occupations Code provides the 
police chief with documentation verifying the technical difficulty 
or malfunction that caused the series of false alarms, and that 
all necessary repairs have been completed ; 

(5) 

	

During the 30 day period following the repair, the alarm system 
generates no additional false alarms from the documented 
common cause; and 

(6) 

	

There are no unpaid fees or penalties under this article due 
and owing from the permit holder. 

(c) Application of section. This section shall not apply to: 
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(1) 

	

The same alarm site, alarm system, alarm subscriber or permit 
holder more than once in any 24 month period; or 

(2) 

	

Non-permitted alarm systems. 

Sec. 11-70. Revocation of alarm permit; denied renewal ; termination 
of police department response. 

(a) 

	

Grounds for revocation or denial. 

	

An alarm permit shall be 
revoked or denied renewal by the director for any of the following reasons : 

(1) 

	

Unpaid amounts. The permit holder has failed to make 
payment in full to the city for any fees and penalties due under 
this article within 60 days after the date the director has mailed 
a notice to the permit holder that the fees and penalties are 
due and owing, or within 15 days following the date of mailing 
of the decision notice adverse to the permit holder if an appeal 
has been timely filed ; 

(2) 

	

Burglar alarm system; excessive false alarms. 

	

The permit 
holder for a burglar alarm system on a residential or non-
residential alarm site accrues more than seven false alarms 
during the preceding 12 month period; 

(3) 

	

Panic or holdup alarm system; excessive false alarms. The 
permit holderfor a panic or holdup alarm system accrues more 
than : 

3. . . . false alarms in the preceding . . . . 1-month period ; 
4. . . . false alarms in the preceding . . . . 3-month period ; 
5. . . . false alarms in the preceding . . . . 6-month period; or 
6 . . . . false alarms in the preceding . . . . 12-month period ; 

(4) 

	

Code violations . The permit holder has violated any applicable 
provision of this article or has failed to perform any duty 
imposed by this Code ; or 

(5) 

	

Othergrounds. Any fact or circumstance exists that would be 
a basis for denial of an application for issuance or renewal of 
an alarm permit, or the alarm permit was otherwise obtained or 
issued in error. 
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(b) Effect of alarm permit revocation or expiration . Upon revocation 
or expiration of the alarm permit by the director, the alarm system becomes 
a non-permitted alarm system, and all penalties, fees and punishments 
authorized by this article for a non-permitted alarm system are applicable . 

(c) Notice of alarm permit denial orrevocation . If the director denies 
an application for an alarm permit, the director shall cause a denial notice to 
be sent to the applicant at the address set out in the permit application and 
shall maintain a copy thereof. The notice shall state the reasons for the 
denial and advise the applicant of the right to a hearing as provided in section 
11-71 of this Code . 

(d) 

	

Termination of police response . The police department may 
decline or terminate police department response to any alarm site at any time 
without notice at the discretion of the police chief, except in those instances 
where a denial of response would be prohibited by state law. 

Sec. 11-71 . Appeals . 

(a) Appeal; written request required. A person may appeal the denial 
or revocation of an alarm permit by delivering a written request for an appeal 
to the director not later than 15 days after the first date of mailing written 
notice of denial or revocation . 

(b) Hearing officer. All appeal hearings shall be held by a hearing 
officer appointed by the director . The director shall not designate any person 
to perform the duties of appeal hearing officer under this section who has 
participated in the investigation of false alarms from the alarm site in question 
or has prior knowledge of the particular allegations or circumstances 
discovered in such investigation . The appeal hearing officer may, prior to the 
hearing, receive a copy of the notice given to the permit holder or applicant. 

(c) Assistant city attorney. An assistant city attorney may be present 
at the hearing to advise the appeal hearing officer as to procedural matters ; 
however, that assistant city attorney shall not participate in any determination 
of the facts. 

(d) Conduct of hearing; rules and procedures. All appeal hearings 
shall be informal and conducted under rules established by the director 
consistent with the informal nature of the proceedings ; provided, however, 
the following rules shall apply to all appeal hearings conducted under this 
section : 
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(1) 

	

All parties shall have the right to representation by an attorney 
licensed to practice in Texas, though an attorney is not 
required . 

(2) 

	

Each party may present witnesses in his own behalf . 

(3) 

	

Each party shall have the right to cross examine all witnesses . 

(4) 

	

The appeal hearing officer shall consider only the evidence 
presented at the appeal hearing in rendering a final decision . 

(e) Authority of hearing officer. The appeal hearing officer may affirm 
or reverse an alarm permit denial or revocation ; however, no proceeding 
under this section may be used to address or reconsider whether an alarm 
signal was false or generated from a non-permitted alarm system. The 
exclusive remedy for determining whether an alarm was false or non-
permitted shall be the review process established in section 11-68(f) - (k) of 
this Code. 

Sec.11-72 . 

	

Mandatory verification of burglar alarm ; alarm notification. 

(a) 

	

Prior to generating an alarm notification, an alarm systems 
company shall verify the alarm signal and determine the permit status of the 
alarm system at the location of the alarm signal . 

(b) Notice; requirements. An alarm notification to HEC or the police 
department shall include all of the following : 

(1) 

	

For a burglar alarm notification, whether the mandatory 
verification has been completed ; 

(2) 

	

Type of alarm signal ; 

(3) 

	

Alarm permit number and name of the permit holder ; 

(4) 

	

Street address of the alarm site, including the particular suite, 
apartment, or individual facility number or other designation, if 
applicable; 

(5) 

	

If requested by the official receiving the alarm notification, the 
name(s) and local telephone number(s) of the person(s) to 
notify, if so authorized by the permit holder ; and 
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(2) 

	

No officer shall be dispatched . 

(6) 

	

Such additional information as HEC or the police department 
may reasonably require . 

(c) Policies and procedures; effect. Policies and procedures instituted 
by the police chief may include provisions that if the alarm notification 
provided in subsection (b) of this section is incomplete or erroneous : 

(1) 

	

The request for dispatch shall be assigned a lower priority than 
would otherwise be the case; or 

Sec. 11-73 . Alarm systems performance reviews . 

If the police chief believes that an alarm system is not being used or 
maintained in a manner that reasonably ensures proper operation and 
prevention of false alarms, the police chief may require a conference with the 
permit holder and the individual or other entity responsible for maintenance 
of the alarm system to review the circumstances of each alarm . 

Sec . 11-74. Violations ; 

	

penalty; 

	

corporations ; 

	

partnerships and 
associations . 

(a) Except where a fine is specifically stated herein, whenever in this 
article an act is prohibited or is made or declared to be unlawful or an offense 
or misdemeanor, or whenever in this article the doing of any thing or act is 
required or the failure to do any thing or act is prohibited, the violation of the 
provision shall be and constitute a misdemeanor punishable, upon conviction, 
by a fine of not less than $250 nor more than $500. Each violation shall 
constitute and be punishable as a separate offense . Prosecution or 
conviction under this provision is cumulative of and shall never be a bar to 
the imposition or collection of false alarm penalties, non-permitted alarm 
penalties, fees or any other civil or administrative remedy provided or allowed 
in this article . 

(b) In addition to prohibiting or requiring certain conduct of individuals, 
it is the intent of this article to also hold a corporation, partnership, 
association, limited partnership, limited liability corporation or other such 
entity criminally responsible for acts or omissions performed by an agent 
acting on its behalf . 
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Sec. 11-75. Certain notices; procedure . 

Any notice required or allowed by this article to be sent by the director 
to a permit holder or other person, unless expressly provided otherwise in 
this article, shall be considered sufficient if sent by first class U.S . mail to the 
permit holder's address, billing address or alarm site address as set forth in 
the alarm permit application or the most recent amendment thereto, or the 
address specified by the permit holder in writing to the department. 

Sec . 11-76. Standards and procedures . 

Development of policies and procedures. The director and the police 
chief, as applicable, shall have the authority to institute standards and 
procedures necessary to implement and enforce this article to ensure the 
effective utilization of police department and HEC resources, and the 
enhancement of public safety . In establishing any rules, regulations and 
policies regarding the administration of the permitting process, hearings or 
appeals, the director and the chief of police shall consult with each other to 
ensure to maximum efficiency and coordination between their departments . 

Sec . 11-77 . 

	

Use and allocation of revenues. 

Revenues from alarm permit fees and penalties collected pursuant to 
this article shall be placed in the police special services fund and used to 
defray the costs associated with administering this article, including the costs 
of responding to alarm calls, and for other purposes of the department or the 
police department, except as may be limited by state law, including Local 
Government Code, Chapter 214, Subchapter F." 

Section 3. The provisions of this Ordinance shall take effect on the 90" day next 

following the date of its passage and approval by the Mayor, and shall apply to all permits 

issued on or after the effective date of this Ordinance. Permits issued or renewed before 

the effective date of this Ordinance shall be governed by the former provisions of the Code 

of Ordinances, Houston, Texas, provided the alarm permits continuously remain valid, but 

in no event longer than 12 months after the effective date of this Ordinance . Upon 

expiration, revocation, cancellation or other event that causes or allows the permit to 
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become invalid, a new permit shall be applied for in accordance with this Ordinance . The 

former provisions of the Code of Ordinances are hereby saved from repeal for the limited 

purpose of their continued application to such previously issued permits . 

Section 4. That, if any provision, section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase 

of this Ordinance, or the application of same to any person or set of circumstances is for 

any reason held to be unconstitutional, void or invalid, the validity of the remaining portions 

of this Ordinance or their application to other persons or sets of circumstances shall not be 

affected thereby, it being the intent of the City Council in adopting this Ordinance that no 

portion hereof or provision or regulation contained herein shall become inoperative or fail 

by reason of any unconstitutionality, voidness or invalidity of any other portion hereof, and 

all provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be severable for that purpose . 

Section 5. The City Council officially finds, determines, recites and declares that 

a sufficient written notice of the date, hour, place and subject of this meeting of the City 

Council was posted at a place convenient to the public at the City Hall of the City for the 

time required by law preceding this meeting, as required by the Open Meetings Law, 

Chapter 551, Texas Government Code; and that this meeting has been open to the public 

as required by law at all times during which this Ordinance and the subject matter thereof 

has been discussed, considered and formally acted upon. The City Council further ratifies, 

approves and confirms such written notice and the contents and posting thereof. 

Section 6. There exists a public emergency requiring that this Ordinance be passed 

finally on the date of its introduction as requested in writing by the Mayor; therefore, this 

- 26- 



KAORD\gcd07050 

Ordinance shall be passed finally on such date and shall take effect as provided in 

Section 3, above . 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 

	

day of 

	

, 2008 . 

Mayor of the City of Houston 

Prepared by Legal Dept . 

	

~ 

	

~ 

	

k"""O~,~-~~~za 
04/04/2008 

	

Senior Assistant City Attorney 
Requested by: Harold L. Hurtt, Chief of Police 
L.D . No . 0620501418001 





TO : 

	

Mayor via City Secretary 

	

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
08-Cloudbreak Midtown 

SUBJECT: 

	

An Ordinance authorizing a $300,000 performance-based 

	

Category 

	

Page 

	

Agenda Item 
Loan Agreement between the City of Houston and Cloudbreak Houston, 

	

# 

	

1 of 2 

	

# 
LLC, allocating CDBG funds, and approving a one-year extension to 
complete renovation of the project . 
FROM ~D~partment or other point of origin 

	

Origination Date 

	

Agenda Date 

~ 

	

~`' 1 

	

04/10/08 
ich rd~S Cells Director ., 

A ousing and Comm unitwnevelopment Department 

	

I 

	

IPR 1 

	

200 
DIRECTOR'S SIGNATURE : 

	

I Council District affected : 
District "D" 

For additional information contact: 

	

Donald H . Sampley 
Phone: 713-868-8458 

RECOMMENDATION : (Summary) The Housing and Community Development Department recommends approval 
of an Ordinance authorizing a Loan Agreement between the City of Houston and Cloudbreak Houston, LLC, 
and allocating $300,000 CDBG Funds to pay a maturing seller note held by Anand Hospitality, Inc ., a Senior 
Lender . 
Amount and Source of Funding : 

	

F&A Budget: 
$300,000 CDBG Fund 

SPECIFIC EXPLANATION : 
On January 14, 2004, City Council approved an ordinance authorizing a Loan and Grant Agreement between 
the City of Houston and Cloudbreak Houston, LLC, to provide $3,300,000 ($750,000 out of the Homeless and 
Housing Consolidated Fund, and $2,550,000 in HOME Investment Partnership Funds), to finance a portion of 
the costs to acquire, renovate and convert the former 277 room Days Inn Hotel . During renovation an additional 
eight units were constructed bringing the total number to 285 units . The facility is located at 4640 Main Street, 
and was converted to provide housing for homeless veterans . The City of Houston funding was accomplished 
by providing : (1) a Performance-Based Grant in the amount of $2,800,000, and (2) a Loan in the amount of 
$500,000. Other funding for the project has been provided through a $4,540,000 loan from Amegy Bank and a 
$2,500,000 grant from Harris County . 

On June 27, 2007, City Council approved an Ordinance to Amend the Loan and Grant Agreement between the 
City of Houston and Cloudbreak Houston providing an additional $1,661,080 for additional renovation work to 
bring the development up to City and HUD standards . The City Loan was increase from $500,000 to 
$2,161,080 and was converted to a 0 % Performance Based Loan. A condition for funding of this amendment 
was that the City of Houston's Land Use Restriction Agreement (LURA) prime all other lenders` liens on the 
project . 

The LURA provides for the restriction of fifty-one percent (51%) of the 285 units (146 units) as affordable 
housing units for a period of fifteen years . Of the 146 units, 30 units will be restricted to individuals whose 
annual income does not exceed 50% of AMI, and 116 units will be restricted to individuals whose annual 
income does not exceed 80% of AMI . 

The Housing and Community Development Department recommends approval of an Ordinance authorizing an 
additional Loan Agreement in the amount of $300,000 to provide funds to pay off a seller note that matures April 
23, 2008, held by Anand Hospitality, Inc . Anand Hospitality is unwilling to grant an extension of this note, and is 
threatening foreclosure . The payment of this seller note will insure the continuance of the City's Restrictive 

REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION 
Other Authorization : 

Date and identification of prior authorizing 
Council action : 01/14/04, 2004-15 and 
06/27/07, 07-0742 

Other Authorization : 



Date 

	

Subject: 

	

An Ordinance authorizing a $300,000 performance- 

	

Originator's 

	

Page 
04/10/08 

	

based Loan Agreement between the City of Houston and 

	

Initials 

	

2 of 2 
Cloudbreak Houston, LLC, allocating CDBG funds, and 
approving a one-year extension to complete renovation of the -project . 

Covenants and avoid any repayment to HUD should the City Restrictive Covenarfts be lost due to foreclosure 
of the Anand note. Additionally, the City recommends approval of a 12-month extension of the construction 
period to December 31, 2009 to complete the previously approved renovation work. The Senior Lenders, 
Amegy Bank of Texas, and Harris County have agreed to subordinate their liens to the City's Restrictive 
Covenants . With these subordinations, Cloudbreak will be able to restart the renovation work approved in 
June, 2007. 

SOURCE OF FUNDS : 
Amegy Bank 

	

$ 4,540,000 
Harris County Grant 

	

2,500,000 
City Performance Based Loan - Home & CDBG Funds 

	

2,161,080 
City Performance Based Grant - Home & Bond Funds 

	

2,800,000 
City Performance Based Loan - CDBG Funds 

	

300,000 
Owner Equity 

	

291000 
TOTAL 

	

$ 12, 591a80 

Terms of the City's $2,800,000 Performance Based Grant are : 
a . 

	

Term shall be concurrent with the term of the affordability period of fifteen years ; 
b . 

	

The Performance Based Grant shall not bear interest ; and 
c . 

	

The Performance Based Grant will be deemed paid at 
the 

end of 
the 

15-year Affordability Period so 
long as the borrower fully and timely complies with all of its obligations under the loan and grant 
documents. 

Terms of the City's new $300,000 Performance Based Loan shall be the same as the terms of the existing 
$2,161,080 Performance Based Loan: 

a . 

	

Interest rate shall be zero percent (0%); 
b . 

	

The term of the loans will be 15 years ; 
c . 

	

The Performance Based Loans will be deemed paid at the end of the 15-year Affordability Period so 
long as the borrower fully and timely complies with all of its obligations under the loan and grant 
documents. 

The total cost of the Development 4 $12,591,080 ; based on the total units of 285 the cost is $44,179 per unit . 
The City of Houston will be funding $5,261,080, which equates to $30035 per unit on the 146 restricted units . 

The Project is consistent with the City's Consolidated Plan to provide Affordable Housing for Low to Moderate 
Income individuals and homeless populations . 

The Department recommends approval of an Ordinance to Authorize an additional Loan Agreement between 
the City of Houston and Cloudbreak Houston, LLC using $300,000 of CDBG funds and approving a one-year 
extension to complete renovation work. 

City Council approval is recommended . 

RCS: DS : JR 
cc : Finance and Administration ; Legal Department; City Secretary ; Mayor's Office 



TO : 

	

Mayor via City Secretary 

	

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

SUBJECT: An Ordinance approving and authorizing a Grant Agreement I Category 
between the City of Houston and Memorial Assistance Ministries to 
expand the parking lot at their Community Center which serves Low to 
Moderate income persons . 
FROM (Department or other point of origin) : 

	

Origination Date 
Richard S . Celli, Director 

	

01/09/08 
Housing and Community Development 
IRECTOR'S SIGNATURE m 

For addition~a in rmat' n contact : 
avid Godwin 

Phone: 713-868-8351 
COMMENDATION : (Summary) 

An ordinance authorizing a Grant Agreement between the City of Houston and Memorial Assistance Ministries 
which serves Low to Moderate income persons . 
Amount of Funding : 

$150,000.00 
SOURCE OF FUNDING 

	

[ 

	

] General Fund 

	

[ X ] Grant Fund 

	

[ 

	

]'Enterprise Fund 
[ 

	

Other (Specify) 

	

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
Fund 5000 

SPECIFIC EXPLANATION : 

Memorial Assistance Ministries (MAM) is a non-profit organization that serves the Spring Branch area and 
approximately 15 Zip Codes surrounding the area . The agency has provided temporary assistance and 
promoted long-term self-sufficiency for low to moderate income persons for over 24 years . MAM'S clientele 
is primarily the working poor who have experienced unexpected difficulties . MAM receives ongoing financial 
support from a coalition that consists of 34 churches, individuals, and community organizations such as 
Houston Endowment, the Fondren Foundation and the Hamill Foundation . The agency administers an 
annual operating budget of 1 .1 million dollars . In 2007, MAM provided assistance to over 29,000 individuals . 

The agency provides rent and utility assistance ; health related referrals and assistance ; job counseling and 
employment assistance ; language classes ; and help with applying for government assistance programs 
such as the Long Star, CHIP and Gold Card programs . The agency also provides free income tax 
preparation for families making less than $40,000 a year and administers special programs targeted toward 
children, including free optometric exams, eyeglasses, school uniforms, and school supplies. 

In January of 2006, MAM constructed a new $3,800,000.00 facility to serve those in their community who 
are in need as well as provide space for a resale store . The outstanding success of the new facility has 
resulted in a serious shortage of available parking at the site and in the area . MAM is seeking a grant to 
allow them to construct eighteen (18) additional parking spaces on their property . 

The Housing and Community Development Committee referred this request with a favorable 
recommendation on February 19, 2008 . Approval of this Ordinance is recommended. 

RSC:DHG:hb 

xc : City Attorney 
Mayor's Office 
City Secretary 
Finance and Administration 

F&A Director : 
REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION 
Other Authorization : 

Page 
1 of 1 

Council District affected: 
Districts A, B, G, H 

Agenda Date 

Agenda Item 

APP 

Other Authorization : 

Date and identification of prior authorizing 
Council action : 

None 

























SUBJECT: Ordinance approving Houston Galveston Area 
Council (HGAC) Solid Waste Implementation Grant to establish a 
REUSE Warehouse 
FROM (Department or other point of origin): 
Solid Waste Management Department 

EXPLANATION: 

F&A Director : 

For additibclal informWon contact: 
Sarah Mason : 713-247-2651 
Marilyn Leday: 713-837-9138 

Amount and source of funding: 
$149,661 .00 - HGAC Grant Funds (5030) 
$300 .000.00 - In Kind City Match 
$449,661 .00 - Total Project Funding 

VEST 

Other Authorization : 

UNCIL ACTION 

Origination Date: 
April 10, 2008 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Adopt ordinance approving acceptance of HGAC Solid Waste Implementation Grant to establish a 
REUSE Warehouse to recycle used building materials 

The Solid Waste Management Department (SWM) and Mayor's Office of Environmental Affairs applied 
and have been approved for a Solid Waste Implementation Grant in the amount of $149,661 from the 
Houston Galveston Area Council (HGAC). The reimbursement grant will be used to establish a REUSE 
Warehouse at 9003 N. Main to accept used building and construction materials that will be made 
available at no cost to not-for-profit organizations . The purpose of the program is to divert reusable 
construction materials from local landfills so they may be reclaimed for productive use by the non-
profits . A portion of the grant will fund one full-time and one part-time position to manage the program. 

The City will use the 9003 N . Main site, formerly surplus property, as part of the matching requirement 
for the grant. The warehouse build-out will be administered by the General Services Department under 
an existing contract . Eventually, the site will also house a SWM Neighborhood Depository and 
Recycling Drop-Off Center, scheduled to open in FY2010. 

SWM has established criteria for suitable donations, such as odd lots of flooring material, lumber 
scraps, surplus cabinetry or plumbing fixtures, which may be donated to the REUSE Warehouse by 
businesses or the general public. No material processing will take place at the facility and only material 
meeting criteria will be accepted . Incoming and outgoing material weights will be tracked using an 
electronic floor scale or pallet jack . The project manager will maintain an itemized inventory of all items . 

REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION 

Category 

Elena Marks, Director 
Mayor's Office of Public Health and Environmental 
Affairs 

Page 1 of 

ouncil District affected : 
ALL 

Agenda Date : 

APR 1 1 

Date and identification of prior 
authorizing Council action : 

Other Authorization : 

Agenda Item 

































TO> : 

	

Mayor via City Secretary 

	

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
SUBJECT: 

	

Award Construction Contract 
AIA General Contractors, Inc . 
Northwest Maintenance Facility 
Underqround Storage Tank Svstem Modification 

FROM (Department or other point of origin) : 

	

I Origination Date I Agenda Date 
APR General Services Department 

DIRECTOR'S SIGNATURE : 

Issa Z. Dadoush, P .E . 

.Jacquelyn 

	

I 

RECOMMENDATION : 

	

Award construction contract and allocate funds for the project . 

Amount and Source of Funding : 

	

(R-000520-0006-4) 

$1,581,810.00 PWE - W & S System Operating Fund (8300) 

SPECIFIC EXPLANATION : The General Services Department recommends that City Council award a 
construction contract to AIA General Contractors, Inc ., on its low bid amount of $1,339,254 .50 to provide 
construction services at the Northwest Maintenance Facility for the Public Works and Engineering Department. 

REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION 

	

CUIC ID # 25GM165 

PROJECT LOCATION : 5900 Teague Road, Houston, Texas (Key Map 410-W) 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION : 

	

The scope of work consists of installing two diesel Underground Storage Tanks 
(USTs), one 25,000-gallon and one 12,000-gallon, and one 25,000-gallon gasoline UST, plus all ancillary 
equipment, piping connections and vent lines . Installation of six new double-handled dispensers, overspill 
protection . spill buckets, transfer pumps, extending existing canopy and installing a new Fuel Force fuel 
management system at new pump island . Also connecting the existing one 12,000-gallon diesel and two 12 .000-
gallon gasoline USTs to the new fuel management system and providing a new bulk truck fueling area . Work 
also includes saw-cutting, demolition and removal of concrete paving, off-site disposal of concrete, product lines 
and debris generated as a result of all activities, backfilling and compaction, waste classification, loading, hauling 
and proper disposal . 

The contract duration for this project is 60 calendar days. 

BIDS : 

	

The following two bids were received on March 20, 2008 : 

P-enera 

1 . 
2. 

rvices De artment: 
1 

Bidder 

- . - . . . G . 

	

. " . 

F&A 011 A REV. 3/94 
7530-0100403-00 

Other Authorization : 

Council District affected : 

on contact : 
Phone : 832-393-8023 

	

( Council action : 

A 

Page I Agenda 
1 of 2 

Date and identification of prior authorizing 

Finance Budget: 

Bid Amount 
AIA General Contractors, Inc. 

	

$1,339,254.50 
Separation Systems Consultants, Inc . 

	

$1,394,063 .00 

Michael S. Marcotte, P.E.~D~E 
Director 



Date SUBJECT : 

	

Award Construction Contract 
AIA General Contractors, Inc . 

	

Initials Northwest Maintenance Facility 
Underground Storage Tank System Modification 

	

I 

	

GM 

FUNDING SUMMARY: 

$ 

	

1,339,254.50 

	

Construction Contract Services 
$ 

	

66,962.73 

	

5% Contingency 
$ 

	

1,406,217.23 

	

Total Contract Services 
$ 

	

10,000.77 

	

Engineering Testing 
$ 

	

40,000.00 

	

Early Completion Bonus 
$ 

	

125,592.00 

	

Project Management and Construction Oversight 
$ 1,581,810.00 

	

Total Funding 

Originator's 

AWARD: 

	

It is recommended that City Council award the construction contract to AIA General Contractors, 
Inc . and allocate funds for the project, including additional allocations of $10,000.77 for engineering testing 
services under the existing contract with Raba-Kistner Consultants, Inc ., and $125,592.00 for project 
management and construction oversight services under the existing contract with Malcolm Pirnie, Inc ., which 
includes, but is not limited to soil and groundwater sampling, analytical testing, sample evaluation in accordance 
with regulatory requirements and submitting the appropriate Release Determination Report, if required, to the 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) . 

The contract provides for an early completion bonus of $1,000 per day for each day earlier than the 60 day 
original contract duration, up to a maximum of 40 calendar days . 

CONSTRUCTION GOALS : 

	

A MBE goal of 7%, WBE goal of 7% and SBE goal of 7% have been established for 
this contract . The contractor has submitted the following certified subcontractors to achieve the goals . 

FIRM (MBE) 

	

WORK DESCRIPTION 

	

AMOUNT 

	

f%Lof CONTRACT 

TMG (The Moore Group, Inc.) 

	

Concrete & Demolition 

	

$ 91,000 .00 

	

6.79 
A4 Scientific, Inc . 

	

Soil Sampling 

	

$ 

	

2,812.00 

	

0.21 
TOTAL : 

	

$ 93,812 .00 

	

7.00% 

FIRM (WBE) 

	

WORK DESCRIPTION 

	

AMOUNT 

	

(%) of CONTRACT 

Separation Systems 

	

Fuel Equipment 

	

$93,800.00 

	

7.00% 
Consultants, Inc . 

FIRM (SBE) 

	

WORK DESCRIPTION 

	

AMOUNT 

	

(%) of CONTRACT 

Execute Projects, Inc . 

	

Canopy 

	

$93,800 .00 

	

7.00% 

IZD :PJG :JLN :GM :FK:fk 
c : 

	

Marty Stein, Jacquelyn L . Nisby, Velma Laws, Gabriel Mussio, File 

Page 

2 of 2 











TO : 

	

Mayor via City Secretary 

	

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

SUBJECT: Additional Appropriation to Professional Engineering Services 
Contract between the City and United Engineers, Inc . for Buffalo Bayou Trail 
Shepherd to Sabine . 

S No. N-000420-0018-3, TxDOT CSJ 0912-71-503 

From: 

epartment of Public Works and Engineering 

Director's Signature: 

9i ., 
Michael S. Marcotte, P.E . DEE 

or additional information contact : 

Reid K. Mrsny, P.E . 
Senior Assistant Director 

Recommendation : 

F&A Budget: 

l_~ MIN t, 

Phone: (713) 837-0452 

Other Authorization : 

Origination Date 

Page 
1 of 2 

Council District affected : 
D,H&I 

Fx _ 

	

her Authmrization : 

Agenda Item # 

Agenda Date 

Ord . No. 01-1104 

	

Date: 12/12/01 

Amount and Source of Funding : Appropriate $207,000 .00 from the Street and Bridge Consolidated Constrq 
No . 4506 . Original appropriation of $706,700 from Street and Bridge Consolidated Construction Fund No. 43' 

Date and identification of prior authorizing Council 
action: 

Pass an Ordinance approving an additional appropriation to the design 
contract with United Engineers, Inc . 

SPECIFIC EXPLANATION : 
PROJECT NOTICE/JUSTIFICATION : The Houston Bikeway Program was implemented to develop a citywide network 
of bicycle facilities projected to be integrated into an overall transportation network for the Houston area . The Houston 
Bikeway Program provides design and construction of approximately 334 miles of bikeways and trails in the City of Houston . 
To date, 290 miles of "On-street Bikeways" and "Off-street" trails have been completed . Another 44 miles, mostly off-street 
trails,are currently under design . 

Typically 80% of the allowable costs of a bikeway project are funded by the Federal Highway Administration (FHA) under 
the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA), Transportation Enhancement and Congestion Mitigation and 
Air Quality (CMAQ) program . The 20% local match funding is provided by both the City of Houston and Metropolitan 
Transit Authority (METRO). Besides the local match, City is also responsible for paying 100% in excess of federal 
participation . 

TxDOT is responsible for advertising the project for construction bids, awarding the construction contract and providing 
construction management services . Letting of this project for construction is scheduled in February 2009 . 

DESCRIPTION/SCOPE: This project consists of constructing approximately 4.83 miles long and 10 feet wide 
reinforced concrete Hike and Bike Trail complete with bridges, retaining walls, maintenance ramps, under crossings, utility 
adjustments, accessibilities ramps and landscaping . 

LOCATION : The trail is generally bounded by Washington Ave . on the north, Dallas on the south, Houston Avenue on the 
east, and Shepherd on the west . Key Map grids : 492M, 493J, and 493K. 

REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION 

	

CUIC ID #201313152 

aniel W. Krueger, '.E ., Deputy Director 
Engineering and Co struction Division 



ECT: Additional Appropriation to Professional Engineering Services 
Contract between the City and United Engineers, Inc . for Buffalo Bayou Trail 

erd to Sabine . WBS No. N-000420-0018-3, TxDOT CSJ 0912-71-503 S 

Name of Firms 

	

Work Description 

	

Amount 

	

% of Total Contract 
I . 

	

Prior NVWBE Work 

	

$110,222.13 

	

13.27% 
2 . 

	

Quadrant Consultants, Inc . 

	

Environmental Services 

	

$ 

	

5,857.31 

	

0.700% 
1 

	

Tan Associates, Inc . 

	

Structural Design 

	

$ 

	

4,500 .00 

	

0.541% 
4 . 

	

CSF Consulting, L.P . 

	

Bridge Design 

	

$ 68,090 .00 

	

820% 
5 . 

	

Hunt & Hunt Engineering 

	

Electrical Design 

	

$ 20,000.00 

	

2.41% 
Corporation 

6 . 

	

Gurrola Reprographics, Inc . 

	

Reproduction 

	

$ 

	

1,000.00 

	

0.12% 

f 

	

11 //r, 

	

Total 

	

$209,669.44 

	

25140% 

Many Stein 
Daniel W. Krueger, P.E . 
Susan Brandy 
Velma Laws 
Waynette Chan 
Gary Norman w/enclosures 
Craig Foster 
File No . N-0420-18-2 

msm:r)WKAKM:TjB:B&mg 
S :\design\A-NP-DIV\BANSAL\RCA\RCA Additional Appropriation 20BB152 N-0420-18-3 .doc 

brigina? 
. Initials 

Page 
2 of 2 

PREVIOUS HISTORY AND SCOPE: City Council approved the original contract on 12/12/01 per ordinance 42001-
1104 . The scope of services under the original contract consists of performing Basic (Phase 1, 11 & 111) and Additional 
Services for an agreed sum of $642,15211 Under this Contract, the Consultant has completed approximately 80% of the 
Basic and Additional Services . The design portion of the contract was delayed due to difficulties in acquiring the necessary 
property . Acquisition of all Right of Way / ]Easement parcels has since been completed . 

Due to changes in the local site conditions to accommodate drainage improvements, design changes to the proposed 
pedestrian bridge across Buffalo Bayou at Shepherd and Allen Parkway, and updates to floodplain construction requirements 
and TxDOT design standards, it has become necessary to supplement the existing design contract . 

SCOPE OF THIS SUPPLEMENT AND FEE: The Phase 11 and Phase III Basic Services fee will be increased by 
$137,521 .20 and these have been computed on a level of effort basis . The Additional Services Fee will be increased by 
$50,634.24 and has been computed on a lump sum basis . The tool additional appropriation is $207,000 with $188,155.44 
designated as contract services and $18,844 .56 designated as project management . 

MIWBE INFORMATION : The M/WBE goal established for this project is 24%. The original Contract as approved by 
Ordinance No. 01-1104 tools $642,452 . The consultant has been paid $555,252 .35 (86 .42%) to date . Of this amount 
$110,22113 (19.85%) has been paid to M/WBE sub-consultants to date . Assuming approval of the requested additional 
appropriation the contract amount will increase to $830,607 .44 . 
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